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AMENDMENTS TO REGULATE PORTABLE SIGNS 
 

For a Public Hearing Held on January 16, 2012  
By the Allendale Township Planning Commission  

 
 

ALLENDALE CHARTER TOWNSHIP  
ORDINANCE NO.  2011 - ______ 

Zoning Ordinance Amendment  

An Ordinance to ADD the Following Sections: 
 

·  Section 22.16   For Portable Sign Regulations In All Zones 
·  Section 32.04   Definition of Commercial Establishment 
 

An Ordinance toAMEND  the Following Sections:  
·  Section 22.02.I   Definition of Portable Sign 
·  Section 22.02.C   Definition of Changeable Message Sign 
·  Section 22.03   to Allow Inflatable Signs. 
·  Section 22.10   Permits For Signs Over 20 Sq. Ft. 
·  Section 22.13.A.4  to Reduce The Size of Portable Signs in The AG Zone 
·  Section 22.13.B.7  Portable Sign Display For Non Residential Uses  
·  Section22.13.C.7  Temporary Signs in Multi-Family Zones. 
·  Section 22.13.D.6 Temporary Signs in Commercial Zones 
·  Section22.13.E.7  Temporary Signs in Industrial Zones 
·  Section 22.13.D.1.b  Frequency of Changes for Led Signs.   
·  Section 22.13.D.1.e  to Allow Portable Sign with Changeable Message Sign. 
 
Of The Zoning Ordinance Of The Charter Township Of Allendale, Ottawa County, Michigan, And 
To Provide For An Effective Date Of This Ordinance.   

 
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF ALLENDALE, COUNTY OF OTTAWA, AND STATE OF 
MICHIGAN ORDAINS:  
 
 
SECTION 1.Section 22.16 Portable Sign Regulations is hereby added to the Zoning Ordinance of 
Allendale Township to read as follows: 

Section. 22.16 PORTABLE SIGN REGULATIONS 

A. Portable signs are allowed in all zoning districts subject to the regulations of this Section 22.16. 

B. Requirements for All Portable Signs 

1. A sign permit must be obtained from Allendale Township in order to display a portable sign 
except as allowed herein.   
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2. Portable signs, including signs held by a person,shall be located outside of the public right-of-
way and shall not hamper the visibility of a driver on or off the site.  

3. Portable signs shall not be illuminated in any fashion.  

4. Portable signs shall be anchored in a safe and secure manner. The anchoring of portable signs by 
tying or attaching weighted objects (such as cinder blocks or tires) is prohibited.  

5. A portable sign shall be located a minimum of five feet from the edge of any road or street right-
of-way or public or private sidewalk except for sandwich board signs as regulated herein. 

6. A portable sign shall not be displayed if it is torn, bent, faded, not upright, unreadable or 
otherwise unsightly. 

7. Wire frame signs as defined herein shall not be displayed from dusk to dawn. 

C.   Duration/Frequency of Display. A portable sign may be displayed for no more than 10 days within 
any calendar month except as permitted by Section 22.16 F herein.  The days of display may be 
consecutive or non � consecutive.  

D.  Number of Signs Displayed. Except as may be allowed by Section 22.16.F herein the following 
number of portable signs may be displayed:  

1. For parcels with only one permitted principal use one portable sign may be displayed along each 
public street frontage.   

2. For parcels containing more than one permitted principal use or commercial establishment two 
portable signs may be displayed along each public street frontage.  

E.  Size and Height.  Except as may be allowed by Section 22.16.F herein the maximum size and height 
of a portable sign shall be as follows:  

1. For all portable signs except wire frame signs a portable sign shall not exceed 24 sq. ft.in size and 
eight feet in height as measured from the highest point of the sign tothe average grade of the ground 
immediately beneath the sign.  

2. Wire frame portable signs similar to those illustrated in Figure 22 - 03 shall not exceed four sq. 
ft. in size and three feet in height. 

F.  Portable Signs Exceeding 24 sq. ft.  In addition to the portable signs allowed by Section 22.16.C 
and E above two separate portable sign permits per calendar year may be issued for portable signs which 
exceed 24 sq. ft. in size and eight feet in height.  For each such permit issued the following regulations 
shall apply: 

1.  The sign shall be displayed for no more than 15 days. The days of display may be consecutive or 
non �  consecutive. 
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2.  More than one sign may be displayed.  

3. The total area of all signs or a single sign shall not exceed 100 sq. ft. except that inflatable signs 
may exceed 100 sq. ft. in size as permitted by Section 22.16.F.5 below. 

4.  For that month during which the above 15 day permit is utilized no other portable signs shall be 
displayed. 

5. An inflatable sign shall only be displayed as a sign permitted by this Section 22.16.F and in 
compliance with the following regulations:  

 a. An inflatable sign may exceed 100 sq. ft. in area but shall not exceed a height of 20 feet as 
 measured from the highest part of the sign to the point of contact with the ground, structure or 
 building; 
 b. An inflatable sign may be placed on a roof or the top of a structure;  
 c. An inflatable sign shall touch and be in contact with the ground, the structure or the building 
 to which it is attached; Inflatable signs which float in the air are prohibited; 
 d. The method of attaching or securing an inflatable sign must be approved by the Township 
 Building Official as part of the sign permit process. 
     

G. Sandwich Board /Sidewalk Portable Signs:  Sandwich board/sidewalk portable signs similar to 
those illustrated in Figure 22-04 are permitted in all zoning districts subject to the following regulations:  

1. One sign is permitted for each public entrance to the use or commercial establishment. 

2.  The sign shall not exceed eight sq. ft. per side and no more than four feet in height.  

3. Signs shall not be placed in the street right of way and must be placed directly in front of the use 
or commercial establishment using the sign but no more than five feet from the door.  The sign shall 
not be placed in a designated parking space or in a manner which obstructs pedestrian circulation or 
interferes with the opening of doors of parked vehicles and buildings. 

4. The sign shall not be lighted. 

5. The sign shall not be displayed during non-business hours.  

6. A sign permit is not required.   

H. Permitted Portable Signs.  The following signs are permitted to be displayed as portable signs: 

1. Banner signs / Flutter flag signs / Flag signs.  These are defined as a portable sign of fabric, 
plastic, or other non-rigid material without an enclosing structural frameworkattached to one or 
more poles positioned in the ground in a non-permanent fashion or hung from a building or 
structure. See Figure 22-01 for the types of signs permitted. 

 2. Wire frame signs. This is defined as a portable sign made of corrugated plastic, vinyl, 
cardboard, poster board or similar material which is supported by or attached to a metal frame. See 
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Figure 22-02 for the types of signs permitted. Wire frame signs shall not be displayed from dusk to 
dawn. 

3.  Inflatable signs. This is defined as any three dimensional object; capable of being filled with 
air or gas depicting a container, figure, product or product trademark, whether or not such object 
contains a message or lettering.   Inflatable signs are permitted only in conjunction with a permit 
issued under Section 22.16.F herein. 

 
4. Sandwich / sidewalk signs. See Section 22.16.G and Figure 22-04. 
 

5. Other types of portable signs are allowed provided they comply with the applicable requirements 
of this Section 22.16.   

I.   Prohibited Portable Signs    The following types of portable signs are prohibited:   

1. 
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2. Searchlights, laser lights, strobe lights, and lights of a similar nature. 

3. Signs which are spray painted, unpainted plywood, particle board, or similar material, signs 
which have illegible letters or words or which have letters or graphics which are not uniform or neat 
in appearance. 

4. Metal frames with plastic facing designed to hold removable letters similar to and including the 
sign illustrated in Figure 22-03. 

======================================================================= 

SECTION2.Section 22.13.A.4 of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township being Temporary 
Signs in the Agricultural Zone, is hereby AMENDED to read as follows:   

Existing Language: 

4. Temporary Sign - One per premise advertising produce  raised on said premises ; not exceeding 
sixteen (16) square feet in area; set back from any right-of-way at least fifteen (15) feet and removed 
from view during seasons when said produce  is not normally considered in season. In lieu of the above 
seasonal temporary sign, a portable sign of a commercial nature not to exceed thirty-two (32)square feet 
in area may be allowed by the Zoning Administrator for a period of not more than fourteen (14) days. 
All commercial temporary or portable signs must obtain a permit and not more than one (1) temporary 
or portable sign may be allowed within a six (6) month period. No colored, flashing, or glaring lights 
shall be allowed. 
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Proposed Language 

4. PORTABLE SIGNS IN THE AG AND RE ZONES. 

a.   Permitted non-residential uses in these zoning districts may display a portable sign in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 22.16 herein 

b. For farm markets as defined herein which are not operated in a permanent building one 
portable sign may be displayed during the growing and harvesting season only. Such sign 
shall not exceed 16 sq. ft. in size and shall not be lighted.   No permit is required for this 
sign. 

c.   As an alternative to the 16 sq. ft. sign a permit may be obtained for one portable sign 
not to exceed 24 sq. ft. and eight feet in height which may be displayed for not more than 14 
days with in any six month period.  The days may be consecutive or non - consecutive This 
sign shall not be lighted. 

d. For farm markets which are operated in a permanent building portable signs may be 
displayed in accordance with the requirements of Section 22.16 herein. 

========================================================================== 

SECTION 3.Section 22.13.B.7 of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township being Temporary 
Signs in the Single and Two FamilyResidential Zones is hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 

7. TEMPORARY SIGNS. For single and two family dwellings in the R1, R2, R3 and R4 zoning 
districts one per lot, parcel or tract for the advertising of household goods or produce available on the 
premises, and not exceeding four square feet in area. A temporary sign advertising a special event, open 
house, or community activity can be set up for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days. Permitted non-
residential uses in these zoning districts may display a portable sign in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 22.16 herein. 

========================================================================= 

SECTION 4.  Section 22.13.C.7, Section 22.13.D.6 and Section 22.13.E.7  being Temporary Signs 
in the R-3, R-4, R-5,Office, C-1, C-2, C-3, and the Light Industrial Zones of the Zoning Ordinance of 
Allendale Township , are hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 

Section 22.13.C.7 Temporary Signs.   See Section 22.16 

Section 22.13.D.6  Temporary Signs.   See Section 22.16 

Section 22.13.E.7   Temporary Signs.    See Section 22.16 
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SECTION 5. Section22.03 of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township being Signs Prohibited 
is hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 

Sec. 22.03 SIGNS PROHIBITED. A sign not expressly permitted by this Ordinance is prohibited. 
Rooftop signs are prohibited except that inflatable signs on rooftops are allowed per Section 22.16.F. 
Flags (other than flags permitted by Section 22.01.B.), pennants, banners (other than those permitted as 
community event billboards or special event banners by Section 22.13 or athletic field signs per Section 
22.15), posters (other than those permitted as a community event billboard by Section 22.13), spinners, 
inflatable animals or objects, and other similar devices, are also prohibited. 

========================================================================== 

SECTION 6.Section 22.10 of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township being Sign Permit is 
hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 

Sec. 22.10 SIGN PERMIT.  A sign permit is required for the erection, construction, or alteration of any 
sign exceeding 20 square feet.  and all such signs shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator as to 
their conformance with the requirements of the Zoning District in which they are located and the 
requirements of their Section. Sign permits are also required for all temporary signs unless specifically 
exempted by this Section 22.16. exceeding twenty (20) square feet. 

The permit will shall specifically state the date by which the sign will must be removed.as determined 
by the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall have the authority to approve or 
disapprove withcause any application for the renewal of a permit. 
 
========================================================================= 

 SECTION 7. Section 22.13.D.1.b of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township regarding free 
standing signs in the C1, C2, C3, and Office Zones is hereby AMENDED to read as follows 

b. For an electronic reader board, the dwell/on time, defined as the interval of change between 
each individual message shall be at least six consecutive seconds and a change of message must be 
accomplished within one second or less.  

 

SECTION 8.Section 22.13.D.1.e of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Townshipregarding free 
standing signs in the C1, C2, C3, and Office Zones is hereby AMENDED to read as follows 

e. Any premises or parcel on which a changeable message sign is located shall not be eligible for 
issuance of a permit for use of a may also display a portable or temporary sign in accordance with 
the requirements of Section 22.16 herein. 
 
 
========================================================================= 
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SECTION 9.Section 22.02. I being the definition of Temporary or Portable Sign of the Zoning 
Ordinance of Allendale Township is hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 

Existing Definition: Temporary or Portable Sign- A sign not permanently anchored or secured toeither 
a building or the ground such as but not limited to "A" frame, "T" shaped, or inverted "T" shaped sign 
structures, and signs affixed to movable trailers. 

Proposed Definition: Temporary or Portable Sign- A sign that is not permanent or affixed to a 
building or structure and by its nature may be or is intended to be moved from one location to another.  

 
 
SECTION  10.  Section 22.02. Q being the definition of Changeable Message Sign of the Zoning 
Ordinance of Allendale Township is hereby AMENDED to read as follows: 
 
Existing Definition: Changeable Message Sign �  A sign in which any portion of the informational 
content of the sign is capable of beingchanged on a frequent basis, either automatically by means of 
electronically displayed text or manually by physically removable letters attached to the surface of the 
sign. Including LED  
 
Proposed Definition:  Changeable Message Sign means one of the following 
 

a. Manual:  A sign on which the letters or pictorials are changed manually or; 
 

b) Electronic Reader Board/ Digital Display Sign:  A sign or portion thereof that displays 
electronic, digital, pictorial or text information in which alphanumeric characters, graphics, or 
symbols are defined by a small number of matrix elements using different combinations of light 

� � �   � ! " # � $ # � % & ' ( ) * % + , - � . � / $ 0  � 1 % , 2 � " 3  . 4 2 . % $ / $  3 � / � 2 2 4 � � ! 5  � $ ! # � 6 � 1 � % 7 �  3 � !  3 � # � % 0 2 5 8

area. Such signs can include computer programmable, microprocessor controlled electronic 
displays and video display signs. 

 
c. Multi- vision sign:  Any sign composed in whole or in part of a series of vertical or horizontal 
slats or cylinders that are capable of being rotated at intervals so that partial rotation of the group 
of slats or cylinders produces a different image or images. 
 

 
========================================================================= 

 
SECTION  11.  Section 32.04 being the definitions of the Zoning Ordinance of Allendale Township 
is hereby amended to ADD the following definition:  
 
Commercial Establishment - A business operating independent of any other business located in a 
freestanding building; in a strip mall, a business completely separated from other businesses by walls 
from the ground up and with a door which may regularly be used by the public for exclusive ingress and 
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egress to that business; in an enclosed structure with a shared climate controlled area, a business 
completely separated from other businesses by walls from the ground up and with a door or entrance 
which may regularly be used by the public for exclusive ingress and egress to that business and which 
may be closed to the public even while the common area is open to the public; and in an office building, 
a business holding itself out to the public as a single entity independent of other businesses or persons. 
 
=================================== 
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FIGURES FOR SIGN EXAMPLES 
 

FIGURE 22-01 
Banner signs / Flutter flag signs / Flag signs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                FIGURE  22-02                                                                       FIGURE 22-03  
                 Wire Frame Signs                                                                                        Prohibited Sign 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

FIGURE 22-04 
Sandwich Board / Sidewalk Signs 
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SECTION 12.   Effective Date.   That the foregoing amendments to the Allendale Charter Township 
Zoning Ordinance were approved and adopted by the Township Board of Allendale Charter Township, 
Ottawa County, Michigan, on ________________________, after a public hearing as required pursuant 
to Michigan Act 110 of 2006, as amended, and after introduction and a first reading on 
________________________, and publication after such first reading as required by Michigan Act 359 
of 1947, as amended.  This Ordinance shall be effective on _________________________________, 
which date is more than 7 days after publication of the ordinance as is required by Section 401 of Act 
110 of 2006, as amended, provided that the effective date shall be extended as necessary to comply with 
the requirements of Section 402 of Act 110 of 2006, as amended.  

 

__________________________                                                    _______________________________ 

Township Supervisor                                                                       Township Clerk  

 
CERTIFICATE 

 We, Jerry Alkema and Candy Kraker, the Supervisor and Clerk, respectively, for  
the Charter Township of Allendale, Ottawa County, Michigan, do hereby certify that the  
foregoing Allendale Charter Township No. 2011-__ Zoning Ordinance Amendment was  
adopted at a _________ meeting of the Allendale Charter Township Board held on  
___________________, 2012.   
 
The following members of the Township Board were  
present at that meeting: _____________________________________________________ 
________________________________.  The following members of the Township Board  
were absent: _____________________________________________________________.   
 
The Ordinance was adopted by the Township Board with members of the Board  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
voting in favor and members of the Board______________________________________ 
voting in opposition.  The Ordinance was published in the Advanced Newspapers, the Ottawa  
Edition on _________________, 2012 
        ________________________ 
        Jerry Alkema, Supervisor  
 
        ________________________ 
        Candy Kraker, Clerk  

 


