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INTRODUCTION
Purpose of the Plan

The arrival of the new millennium gave Allendaleatier Township (the “Township”) a unique
opportunity to take stock of who we were and whatwant to carry into the 21st century.
Testaments to our community’s history can be fotlmdughout the Township. Unfortunately,
many of the historical elements are deterioratargl are in danger of being lost forever. These
treasures urgently require conservation and prasiervto survive into the next millennium.

To focus public attention on the importance of community’s heritage and the need to save
our treasures at risk, the Allendale Charter TowmBloard (the “Township Board”), on

August 9, 2004, approved of the 2004 Allendale dtistl Recognition Plan (the “Plan”). The
purpose of the Plan is to establish the legal Hasithe creation of local historical safekeeping.
Historical data about the Township has been cateanalyzed, summarized and presented in
this report in a clear and concise manner to Hatstit’s historic significance. This report
justifies why local historical structures, placpsrsonalities, and events should be
memorialized and how that should take place. $tudy encompasses the entire Township.

This report serves as a source of information feargety of audiences, including:

. The Township Board, Planning Commission, a varétgther Township committees as
they fulfill their duties.
Planners and consultants when decisions on develafpnojects and studies are made
within the community.
The Allendale Historical Society and others in toenmunity interested in using the
information to create educational programs abogicttimmunity’s heritage.

It is one thing to read about our history in booksis another to understand our history by
seeing it, walking through it, and experiencinfyrégt hand. Our community’s historic
structures, original documents, works of art antthewtic artifacts inspire us as nothing else
can. To help ensure that future generations \aWehopportunity to experience our past and
understand our identity as a community, the gobthePlan are:
. To protect, preserve and enhance our distinctiglit@ctural and cultural heritage.
To educate our residents on the importance of priegebuildings, sites, objects and
documents that represent the community’s cultegadcy.
To foster pride in our community’s heritage.
To encourage harmonious, orderly and efficient ghoand development of the community.
To strengthen the local economy and improve looagpgrty values.
To raise concern for urgent preservation needs.
To stimulate broad-scale involvement including sexgunecessary resources and support.
To promote tourism.

It is the hope of the Committee that by encouragimegstyle, form, proportion and material of
our historic buildings in new construction design ahose of contemporary design, the
Township’shistoric architecture will continue to be a distime aspect of the Township and
will serve as visible reminders of the historicatlaultural heritage of the community.



INTRODUCTION (continued)

Plan Development Strategies

The strategies to develop the plan are as follows:

- Review and approval of the Plan by the Historicat&gnition Committee.
Review and approval of the Plan by the Townshimiilag Commission.
Review and approval of the Plan by the TownshiprBoa
Review and update the Plan. The plan will be regttand revised every five years. The
plan will be subject to public monitoring and commheFuture comments regarding the
Plan will be retained on file and considered wharnsions are formally undertaken.

Benefits of Historical Preservation

The benefits of preserving a community’s history mrany, including the facts that:

. Historic preservation is the identification, evdlaa, conservation and use of historic
properties so that they continue to play an integrarant role in the community.
Preserving historic properties contributes diretdlyhe quality of life in the community.
Historic sites make the community attractive taters and newcomers, create a sense of
pride and well-being among community members, aodige an opportunity for enriching
the education of our youth.

Historic preservation is a powerful tool for ecoriomevitalization that generates jobs and
attracts tourists and investors.
Our history tells about who we were and where weec&rom.

Preservation as a Public Policy

Historic resources contribute vital cultural betsefo the community. They provide
information about Allendale history that adds to ooderstanding about ourselves.

Preservation is much more than nostalgia. PreSenvaeans the careful conservation and
wise use of historic properties to provide a leglacyuture generations. Our descendants have
a right to know and understand their past, and tight creates an obligation for the current
generation to responsibly preserve historic progert

This basic philosophy became national policy in1B66 National Historic Preservation Act.
This legislation provides a uniform framework wittwhich stronger federal, state, and local
initiatives could take place, assisted by funds ena¢hilable through the federal program.

1966 National Historic Preservation Act:

“The spirit and direction of the nation are foundedpon and reflected in
its historic heritage; the historical and culturaloundations of the nation
should be preserved as a living part of our commiyrlife and development ir
order to give a sense of orientation to the Amenigaeople.”

The Preamble of the National Historic PreservatiorAct
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INTRODUCTION (continued)

Issues, Threats and Opportunities

There are many and varied issues and threatsad@afgeserving a community’s history, some
of which are:
- Few people are aware of the value of historic resgmiand the opportunities and benefits of
historic preservation.
Township development is moving at a fast pace.
There are insufficient economic incentives to presdistoric resources.
More funds are needed for effective preservatiag@m.

While obstacles exist, there are also many oppirsnsuch as:
The tremendous resource in the Allendale HistoiGzadiety.
The community is receptive to preserving history.
The Township Board, staff and Planning Commissiensapportive of efforts to direct
development in harmony with history.

Area included in the Plan
The entire geographic area of the Township is oetlin this Plan.
Community Description

The Township is located in the center of Ottawar@@plbetween Grand Rapids on the east,
Holland and Grand Haven on the west, Jenison améhwille on the south, and Coopersville
on the north. Allendale is located on Lake Michidgznve/M-45, a major

transportation route between Grand Rapids and Mikkigan.

Grand Valley State University (the “University”) liscated in the Township. The University

has grown greatly since its beginning in 1968e Tommunity has experienced growth related
to the University's development. The growth of @rand Rapids metropolitan area has made
the Township an attractive suburban community fanynwho work in Grand Rapids.

The Township, one of the fastest growing commusitieWWest Michigan, is diverse and in the
midst of economic, cultural, and demographic changension between the desire for new
development and the desire to conserve is alwasept. At the same time, the interest in
preservation has grown and broadened, as has ticeoof what should be preserved.

Thirty years ago, the Township was predominantiyral community. As the Township
continues to develop, the character, economy apdlation of the Township have become
much more diverse, ranging from urban to ruralighisicant manufacturing component has
been added to the Township's economic base. Thdaiam has more than tripled since 1970,
and local residents are served by a more cometgerof commercial goods and services. In
addition, the main campus of Grand Valley Stateversity, one of west Michigan’s major
public universities, has evolved from a small ausif buildings to a campus of approximately

8



INTRODUCTION (continued)

Community Description (continued)

700 acres, with a total enrollment for the 2009201
academic year at approximately 24,000 students.

The Township currently is a service center for the

surrounding agricultural and suburban areas andégign to

be a service community for the University as w&lhumber

of residents are students, faculty and staff atkhieersity,

also, many residents commute to work in surrounding

communities. The 2000 Township census shows a pbpalincrease of 62%, from 8,022 in
1990 to 13,042 in 2000. It is expected that the Agivip population will be 20,000 by 2010.

The soils and topographic conditions in the Towpsire generally suitable for most types of
urban development. This is another factor in thardbility of the area as a suburban/
residential location. The Grand River also is apontiant natural resource impacting the
residential growth in the area. It forms the namid east boundaries of the Township and, as
efforts to improve the environmental quality of theer are more successful, it will become a
major attraction for recreational and resident&lelopment.

While some of the residential development is relatethe University’s growing need for
student housing, faculty and staff housing, andshmgufor service/retail workers, the majority
of the growth is related to the growth of the Gr&apids metropolitan area.

Goals and Obijectives of this Plan are to:

- ldentify historical structures, places, persongditiand events, etc., and give a background
and rationale for recognition.
Make recommendations as to how these structurasegl personalities, events, etc., should
be historically recognized.
Increase public awareness.
Provide guidelines for architectural styles for nemstruction
Identify historic structures in danger of futurevd®pments.
Provide guidelines for demolition or relocationhi$toric structures.
Establish zoning policies, regulations and ordiesntat protect the historical nature of the
Township, while allowing expeditious review of pgofs, avoiding unreasonable delays
through clear and concisely written guidelines.
Provide incentives to encourage historical presema

The Township is under tremendous development presgtor the most part, development is
inevitable, for some even desirable. But the desivn of community character and natural
resources that too often accompany growth is naitalde. Development should not spell
doom to the community and its surroundings. Newetiyments must respect the complexion
of the community. New buildings can be designed sited so that they fit into a
neighborhood.



PLANNING PROCESS

Historic People(Those people in bold italics have already beenogmized)

The family history of the Chippewa people livinghfichigan goes back hundreds of years
before the Europeans came. The Chippewa tribestedsf the Odawa (Ottawa),
Potawatomi, and Ojibway. Historical events thgigened to the Native American families
in Michigan happened to the Native American farsilie Allendale. Along the banks of
the Grand River were villages near the mouth ofghss River, Traders Creek and Ottawa
Creek.

Pierre Constant—Pierre Constant, a French fur tradbired by the British Fur
Company, arrived in Allendale and established adnag post to buy furs from the
Indians. Pierre did what many other fur tradersdiio cultivate friendships with the
Native Americans; he married an Native American wam The furs Pierre obtained
were used by the European fashion industry.

Rev. William and Amanda Ferry—In 1823, Rev. Williand Amanda Ferry left their
Massachusetts home to begin missionary work amoalative Americans, which lasted
for twelve years. Their missionary work broughgrthto Indian villages in areas that later
were called Bass River Community, Charleston, aletidn Landing.

Hiram and Ella Knowlton—Just prior to the Civil WarHiram was a hired hand at a
farm in Allendale. In August of 1862, Hiram enlisd in the 5th Michigan Cavalry,
which became part of the “Michigan Brigade”. He awved in Washington DC in the fall
of 1862. Hiram was captured several times whilesgrvice. He took part in the fighting
in the Shenandoah Valley in 1864. He was musteced in the summer of 1865. Upon
returning home to Allendale, Hiram married Emmadfows, and they adopted five
children. In 1906, they purchased property in Afldale and built their new house on
68th Avenue in 1911. Hiram and Emma are both butian the Allendale Cemetery.
Their home has been restored by the Allendale Higtal Society and is now known as
the Knowlton House Museum.

Dr. William Presley was Allendale’s first residedbctor. In the early days, a doctor kept
office hours to some extent, but the main task viagjo into the homes to deliver babies,
pull teeth, amputate limbs and watch long hours wihe desperately ill or dying. Such
was the case for Dr. Presley, who practiced in Aliale from 1900 to 1909. He lived on
68th Avenue, just south of Lake Michigan Drive. Hmce saved a man’s life with a
delicate bone operation, which later was cited asexample of bone surgery at its best.

James, Robert and Alexander Scott—The Scott nasied®n a part of the Township’s
history since the 1840s. In 1845, James, RobérfAdexander settled in the Township,
originally immigrating from Scotland. The Scotbbers helped organize the Township
and James served as the first Township Clerk.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic People (continued)

Thomas Jones—Thomas Jones came to Allendale in 118é3erved as Allendale’s first
post master, operating out of the Richard and RebBoberts’ home in what was then
known as Charleston. He purchased property loctadhat is now 11818 68th Avenue,
and his house still stands at that location. H# ké'Halfway House” for travelers who
used the Stagecoach Road, which was located néx¢itoproperty and ran from Grandville
to Grand Haven.

Johnson and Doriza Balcom—Johnson Balcom and lies ®@oriza, came to Michigan
from Vermont sometime in the late 1830s and mowedllendale in the 1840s. He is listed
as one of the founding persons in the early recotdse Township. He is also listed as one
of the charter founders of the Wesleyan Methodisirch, the first church in Allendale.

Alexander Milne—Alexander Milne was born in Scotlaand immigrated to the United
States, where he lived in New York City for sonrmedi While in New York, he married
Margaret Scott. They moved to Allendale in 18450in
her two brothers who already lived in the Township.
Alexander served as the second Township Supenfrson,
1855 to 1860. He also served as Township Treasurer
approximately eight years.

Gerrit H. and Emily Wolbrink built the first grocgstore,
or general store, in the Township in the commuotfty

Conger in 1866. His business continued until 19They
also maintained a post office in this store, whaas called
G. H. Wolbrink Farmers Store. Both Gerrit and Bnaite
buried in the Allendale Cemetery. Wolbrink store circa 1880

Charles Fox built a sawmill for Frank J. Fox armh@pany, which the community of Rusk
developed around. Charles also served as posmfiastee community for 15 years.

Agnes B. Allen—Mrs. Allen was the widow of Capt. thabal Allen, son of Ethan Allen of
Revolutionary War fame. After Hannibal's early de&bm yellow fever, Agnes moved to
what is now Eastmanville to live near her sist&gnes was the first person on the tax roll
in the area from which Allendale Township woulddaeved. After redistricting of
township lines, Eastmanville was made part of Rolkiownship.

“The town (Allendale) is one of capacities rathkamh a developed reality. The
views on the river are fine; the land is good, dmak a pleasing variety pf
surface; and the civilizing agents are at workisleasy to see what it will be.’

Franklin Everett's Memorials of the Grand River Mgl 1878
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic People (continued)

Andrew J. White—Andrew J. White was the proprieibWhite’s Store, a general store
built at the Bass River community . Andrew becathe community’s first post master in
1882, with the post office located in his store.

Richard and Rebecca Roberts—Richard and RebecaarfRqurchased the first land in the
Township to be actually lived on by the owner. ITH€0 acres was located at Charleston,
where Pierre Constant’s trading post had beeny Thd seven children, and their oldest,
Elizabeth, born in 1844, was the first child of &oean descent born in the Township.

Grosvenor Reed—Grosvenor Reed was a Prosecutingnatt for Ottawa County and lived
in Charleston Landing. He served as the first Teivim Supervisor, a Justice of Peace, and
a Highway Commissioner.

Historic Communities (Those communities in bold italics have already haecognized)

The family history of the Chippewa people livinghfichigan goes back hundreds of years
before the Europeans came. The Chippewa tribastedsf the Odawa (Ottawa),
Potawatomi, and Ojibway. Historical events thgigened to the Indian families in
Michigan happened to the Indian families in AlleledaAlong the banks of the Grand River
were villages near the mouth of the Bass Rivergdd@ra Creek and Ottawa Creek.

Allendale Center—This area developed around thesettion of Lake Michigan Drive and
68th Avenue. Gradually, a village began to emeyschool, church, grange hall, grocery
store with a post office, carpenter shop, blacksmsitop, grist mill, sawmill, town hall and

several homes were built in this area.

Pearline—The cluster of homes, farms and businegses
that developed around the corner of Lake Michigan
Drive and 56th Avenue was named Pearline. While
businesses have remained in this area through theg
years, Pearline was dissolved into the community pf
Allendale and the name was discontinued.

Trader's Creek—Pierre Constant, a French fur Pearline in 1910

trader hired by the British Fur Company, arriveai

Allendale and established a trading post to buyg$udrom the Native Americans. Pierre
did what many other fur traders did to cultivateiéndship with the Native Americans; he
married an Native American woman. The furs Pierobtained were used by the
European fashion industry.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Communities (continued)

Charleston—Charleston
was a “paper city”. The
area was purchased by
speculators in 1836, and
designed into a village on
paper, with streets and lots.
No lots were ever sold. In
1842, Richard and Rebecca
Roberts purchased the first
land in the Township to be
actually lived on by the
owner. Their 160 acres
was located in Charleston,
where Pierre Constant’s
trading post had been. Farm residence of Richard and Rebecca Roberts
Roberts built a log house

that became a popular “tavern” stop on the tripveen Grand Haven and Granduville.
Eventually, Roberts built a 28 room house and tka grew into a small settlement with a
sawmill, spoke shop, blacksmith shop, store, aag®house and carpenter shop.

Blendon Landing— The village of Blendon Landing wéscated south of Lake Michigan
Drive on property now owned by Grand Valley Stateitérsity. The landing was located
on the southwest bank of the Grand River, on a higluff cut with deep ravines, near the
mouth of Ottawa Creek. The community grew up ageault of the commercial activity of
Blendon Lumber Company and existed from 1854-1880its peak, the community
consisted of about two hundred people. The villagstained a large boarding house,
general store, school house, ice house, blacksmshbp, saloon and number of cabins. A
steam engine tramway ran from Blendon Landing apghmate eight miles to the town of
Blendon. By the river, the a sawmill and shipyapdovided work for the inhabitants of
the village on the bluff. The Blendon Lumber Compgaprovided logs used for the masts
of ships. Around 1864, four schooners were buritthe shipyard.

Rusk—The settlement of Rusk was established itetieel 800’'s. The community grew up
around a sawmill business. After the area timb&s wut down, people stayed and farmed
the land. Rusk also had a post office, church,etery and general store.

Conger—About one and one-half miles south of Lakeh\@an Drive, on what is now
known as 64th Avenue, a small farming communityvkn@s Conger grew up. Conger
was the site of the first full fledged grocery stoor general store, in the Township. The
children of Conger attended the Brotherton School.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Communities (continued)

Bass River Community—This community was locatethmextreme northwest corner of
the Township where Bass River empties into the GRiver. Bass River was originally
platted as Warren City in 1837. The County Comioisys, in 1840, actually located the
county seat at this “paper city” site, where onkgwa log houses had been erected. The
actually community existed from around 1864-193thcaugh the first farm was established
there in 1848 by George C. Rice. Bass River wagftahan its neighbor, Allendale. A
rich deposit of gravel was discovered under thm&mand as highways were being built
across Michigan, the gravel was in great demandhd mid-1920’s, Construction
Aggregates from Chicago began digging the gravel,sdhowly purchased all of the farms in
the area. Bass River was completely replaced @&yefpits, as it remains today.

“Not a stone nor a stick remains. No sign of arfdation exists to prove there onge
was a place called Bass River. Although mostlyeundter, the original site lies at
the end of an unimproved road off South Cedar Drw@ch runs parallel to the
Bass River. ...Jean Lowing Harter was born on ainine outlying farms, the
Lowing place on 92nd Avenue and Buchanan Straet.rédnembers trekking 2 1/2
miles, each way, to the Bass River School and lfiemk, the time she was 6 until it
closed in 1936. ...times were hard. There wasledtricity in Bass River, and
winters were so cold that the children had to masobund the schoolroom to keey
warm. Often, snow closed the dirt roads, and pta@icked up their kids in a horge
drawn sleigh, with the horses wallowing belly deefhe snow.”
The Grand Rapids Press, January 1, 1989
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (Those events in bold italics have already beerogruzed)

Hundreds of years ago—The family history of thepgpewa people living in Michigan goes
back hundreds of years before the Europeans cdime Chippewa tribe consisted of the
Odawa (Ottawa), Potawatomi, and Ojibway. Histdraaeents that happened to the Native
American families in Michigan happened to the Nathmerican families in Allendale. Along
the banks of the Grand River were a few Indiaragiis: at Blendon Landing, near the mouth of
Trader’s Creek, and at Bass River.

1810—Pierre Constant, a French fur trader hired ltige British Fur Company, arrived in
Allendale and established a trading post to buydudrom the Native Americans. We are
indebted to Wm. Ferry for the following short stch of Pierre Constant:

“The first trader who located in what was Ottawau®ty, ...was Pierre
Constant, a Frenchman, of the type of that advajuaed of pioneers—
Marquette, LaSalle, Joliet and Tonti—who, two h@adyears before, invaded
and brought to the world the great Northwest. Heswf the chevalier order of
men, brave, honorable and undaunted, amid all desxgln 1810, he engaged
with the British Fur Company...as a trader; and wiib supply of merchandisg
coasted along the shore of Lake Michigan, and distadd a trading post on thie
Grand River, near what is now called Charlestong @amother on the banks of
Muskegon Lake. He married an Indian woman of réwalale beauty and
intelligence, by whom six children were born to hi@®nce a year, he, with his
family, and the results of his ventures in furs petiries, coasted down Lakeg
Michigan and Huron to Penatauquashin, the Indiapatdor Upper Canada.”
Rev. Wm. Ferry, 1796-1847

1823—Rev. William and Amanda Ferry left their Magdsasetts home to begin missionary
work among the Native Americans, which lasted ¥eglve years. Their missionary work
brought them to Native American villages in arde tater were called Bass River
Community, Charleston, and Blendon Landing. In5LB&v. Ferry applied to Washington DC
to have a post office created at a site in GrangeHa

“Rev. Ferry was a man of medium height. He waather quiet, taciturn
gentleman, more inclined to listen than to talkm@e in his habits and tastes
he made no display of wealth, was strong in purpasd persevering in his
course. The influence of Amanda Ferry was secombme. She was a woman
of uncommon intellectual and moral worth and waart} loved and respecte
by all with whom she came in contact.”

Historic Grand Haven and Ottawa County by Leo @id,i1931

[®X
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

Late 1820's—Native American reservation was essaklil where Trader’s Creek flows into the
Grand River. This reservation had been establibyddeaty between the Chippewa Nation and
the United States government. It allowed the Cénopeople to reside there for not more than
five years, at which time they were required to mov

1830’'s—Timber becomes a commodity as the GrandrRive
provided early Allendale pioneers with a way tosport
wood to markets where the wood could be converiel i
cash. Some early residents paid for their newlgipased
property with wood. Hardwood trees were conveit¢aol
cordwood and shipped to Grand Haven to fuel steaatsb
operating on Lake Michigan. Cordwood from Allerelal
heated homes and businesses in such faraway @laces
Grand Rapids, Grand Haven and Chicago.

Sawmills were in operation
until the late 1800’s

1830—The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was enactedl int

law during President Andrew Jackson’s administratidhe law had a traumatic effect on all
Indians living in Allendale. They were forced &al/e, to walk, in what became known as “The
Trail of Death” to Indian Territory in Oklahoma ardansas. Even today, there are many
Michigan Chippewa in Indian Territory in Kansas wdéansider Michigan to be their homeland.

1835-1895—The period of time that river landinglsetents developed along the Grand River
Valley encompassed about 60 years. This riveritgnperiod is closely associated with the
development and decline of the lumbering industiy with river and rail transportation.

1836—At this point in history, the land was, foethmost part, purchased for its pine and held
by speculators and non-residents. In 1836, speralpurchased the trading post land and
platted the Village of Charleston. The speculatiasigned a village on paper, drew in streets
and lots, and then proceeded to try to sell the I1dto lots were ever sold.

1837—The steamboat, the “Governor Mason”, wasitkedteamboat to travel the Grand River

between Grand Rapids and Grand Haven. The boaB4véeet long, 15 feet wide, and
weighed 53 tons.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1842—Richard and Rebecca Roberts purchased théafidsin the Township to be actually
lived on by the owner. Their 160 acres was locatgdharleston, where Pierre Constant’s
trading post had been. Roberts built a log hobaeliecame a popular “tavern” stop on the trip
between Grand Haven and Grandville. EventuallypdRis built a 28 room house and the area
grew into a small settlement with a sawmill, spskep, blacksmith shop, store, a storage
house, carpenter shop, and various cabins. Feraeyears they kept a place of shelter and
retreat for weary travelers. They had seven orildand their oldest, Elizabeth, born in 1844,
was the first child of European descent born inTtaenship.

1844—The first road from Grand Haven to GrandvitiglJed the Stagecoach Road, was cut
through the forest of Allendale by Ephraim Piersdtran on an angle, which enabled travelers
to follow the shortest route.

1846—Agnes Allen, the widow of Capt. Hannibal Allson of Ethan Allen, was the first
person on the tax roll. After Hannibal’s early theiom yellow fever, Agnes moved to what is
now Eastmanville to live near her sister. At ttiae, the area of Eastmanville belonged to
Allendale Township, however, now it is part of Rolk Township.

1849—The area became an organized Township, wath th
assistance of Senator Henry Pennoyer of Grand HaVka
pioneers chose to name the Township “Malta”, howeve
Senator Pennoyer changed the name to the Alleraftde,
Agnes Allen. Act 84, Public Acts 1849, approved\darch
15, 1849, provides the following:

“Sec. 15. That all that part of the county of Qity
known as towns five and six, and all that portiénoavn
seven north of range fourteen west, (lying soutlGodnd
river), be organized into a separate township, eécchlled
and known by the name of Allendale, and the first
townships meeting shall be held at the house dfdraitc
Roberts, in said township.”

Henry Pennoyer
First Sheriff of Ottawa County

1849—The Little Red School House was built, whicisw Elected to office in 1838

the first school in the Township. It was a onemoo
building, situated along the east side of the Stageh
Road. The first few years the school year was arttyree month term.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1850’'s—Canoes and pole boats more or less ceasedstan the late 1850’s and were
replaced by steamboats. These river boats caraiegh and passengers to and from river
landings in the general area. The Grand Rivensbeat era began with the launching of the
“Governor Mason” in 1837. As the boat had no wajst bugler was hired to stand on the pilot
house and bugle out the boat’s arrival. The “Adlale” was a river tug boat built in 1899 to
tow barges loaded with logs to Grand Rapids forlysthe furniture industry. Ferries carrying
passengers operated into the twentieth centurytrandported automobiles as well as wagons.

1850's-1890’s—The annual autumn tradition of clegrone or more acres and burning the
downed trees led one Grand Rapids Newspaper d¢ditoeasure the land clearing activities of
the farmers by the amount of smoky air over Graafdi&s. Then farmers still had to cope with
the stumps, each anchored in the soil. Hardwoauss$ rotted in a decade or so, but pine and
hemlock stumps often outlived the farmer. Initlaiempts to rid the land of the stumps,
Allendale farmers employed stump pulling machines @ven experimented with dynamite.

“The stump machine is at work in Allendale. Utiiht has done its work,
civilized agriculture can make but little progresghey are disappearing and the
fields of Allendale will yet be as beautiful as hame.”

Memorials of the Grand River Valley, Franklin Evitra878

1850—The first area horse drawn logging railroad Wwailt one mile west of Eastmanville and
was called Barber Railroad Landing. It may veryiwe the first such railroad built in the
Great Lakes region. This helped increase the luimdpbusinesses in Allendale.

1851—Sally Fox was the first person buried in tHieddale Cemetery. In the early years, each
family was responsible for the upkeep of their figrplot. That practice was discontinued as a
neater, more consistent appearance was desiretijct time the Township took over the
responsibility of maintenance and burials.

1851—The Allendale Wesleyan Church, the first ceggtion in the Township, was organized.
G. A. Olmstead was sent to be the first pastoB®b] and services were held in the Little Red
School House. For many years the church was séyeccircuit pastor who also served
churches in Bauer and Tallmadge.

1852—The first post office established in the towiswas in a log house, with the
postmaster being either Richard Roberts or Tom Jsne
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1854— The community of Blendon Landing was settlaedhe southeast area of the Township.
The village of Blendon Landing was located north bake Michigan Drive on property now
owned by Grand Valley State University. The comntymgrew up as a result of the
commercial activity of Blendon Lumber Company. Themmunity existed from 1854-1880
and was positioned on a steep bluff overlooking theand River. At its peak, the community
consisted of about two hundred people. By the riasawmill and shipyard provided work
for the inhabitants of the village on the bluff. e Blendon Lumber Company provided logs
used for the masts of ships. Around 1864, four sohers were built in the shipyard. A State
Historical Marker is located on the Grand Valley &e University campus identifying the
Blendon Landing site.

1858—Railroads greatly influenced travel to andarfrallendale. Coopersville and Berlin
became important railroad stations for Allendakddents in 1858, when the Detroit &
Milwaukee Railroad was completed to Grand Haven.

1860—The area around the intersection of Lake M@hiDrive and 68th Avenue developed
and was called Allendale Center. Over time, a silaturch, grange hall, grocery store with a
post office, carpenter shop, blacksmith shop, gnidf sawmill, town hall and several homes
were built in this area.

“It might be interesting to note the landing placedich were most of them
busy, bustling places in the earlier days, but maogived their death blow
with the doing away of lumber and the incomingaolroads.”

Grand Rapids Daily Democrat, October 30, 1887, i&uljt

1864—Blendon Lumber Company built a steam loconeolidgging railroad and a large

sawmill at Blendon Landing on the Grand River. d¥awod as well as pine was cut into
lumber at this mill, which burned down in 1864 whemmerous forest fires swept west

Michigan.

1866—The first general store in the Allendale ames established by Gerrit Wolbrink in 1866.
It was located one and a half miles south of M-A%4th Avenue. All groceries, dry goods,
footwear, nails, drugs, medicines, farm tools arehegpenny candy had to be hauled from
Grand Rapids by team and wagon in the summer amsteigh in the winter.

1870—The Chicago & Michigan Lake Shore Railroadtlauline between Holland and
Muskegon in 1870 that traveled just three milestwéthe Township line, with stations at
Robinson Center and Nunica.

1870—A third railroad was built in 1870 connecti@gand Rapids with Holland. Again,
Allendale residents had to leave the Township tarébdhe train, this time at Hudsonville or
Zeeland.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

Late 1800's—The community of Rusk was settled engtbuthwest area of the Township. This
community developed around the sawmill of Frankak and Company. The sawmill was
built in the late 1800’s. After the timber was ofit, a few people stayed and farmed. Rusk
Christian Reformed Church was started in 1886 aoa sfter a cemetery next to it, which both
still operate today.

1882—The cluster of homes, farms and businessesdeiraloped around the corner of Lake
Michigan Drive and 56th Avenue was named PearlWhile businesses have remained in this
area through the years, Pearline was dissolvedheteommunity of Allendale and name was
discontinued.

1883—The boundaries of the Township
changed. The strip of land between 48th Avgnue
and the Grand River originally was part of
Georgetown Township, and was later detache
from Georgetown Township and attached to
Tallmadge Township. Early writings refer to
this land as the “gore”, denoting a small
triangular piece of land. In 1883 this same st
was given to Allendale so that the Township
could build a road straight east to the river to
connect to Bridge Street coming out of Grand Rapids

14
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The original Brotherton School, 1886

1887—The Bridge Street and Allendale Gravel Roath@any built a toll road from Grand
Rapids to Allendale in 1887. A toll gate at thp td Bridge Street Hill in Grand Rapids
marked the beginning of this toll road, which sthetd nine miles and ended at the Bridge
Street ferry. This toll road, now called Lake Migdin Drive, became a very popular road for
Allendale residents who wanted to sell productscipase supplies, or visit friends and
relatives.

1893—The Allendale Cooperative Creamery Companyaganized and a building erected on
what is now the northeast corner of 68th Avenue Sewit Street. With the coming of the
creamery, farmers could increase their herds winicteased their income and was a great boon
to the Township.

1899—The Township’s namesake, the “Allendale”, wawer tug boat built to tow barges
loaded with logs to Grand Rapids for use by thaifure industry.

1903—Good roads were a boon to automobile owriersWilliam Presley purchased a new
one cylinder Cadillac in 1903, thereby becomingfitet owner of an automobile in Allendale.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1907—United States Senator William Alden Smith aaga a Civil War cannon from the
United States War Department and donated it to Tfr@vnship. It stood by the old Township
Hall on 68th Avenue. During WWII , patriotism woout and the cannon was given back to
the United States Government for the scrap metaler

1910—The Allendale Telephone Company (now Allendadenmunications) was formed.
Seeing a need for telephone service, a group ofeéer and businessmen formed the company.
This took place eighteen years before electridiighor a paved highway came to Allendale.
Allendale Communications has the distinction ohigehe oldest company in Allendale that is
still in business from its conception.

1915—Allendale Christian School’s doors opened'&dfirst students in the fall of 1915. Their
first school was constructed on the southwest ecarhkake Michigan Drive and 64th Avenue.

1917—Bert Lemmen installed gas pumps at his autaggeon the southwest corner of Lake
Michigan Drive and 68th Avenue. Prior to that tirhe would go around and fill gas tanks that
families had at their homes or businesses.

1917—Wells Parish built a feed and flour
mill on 68th Avenue. For many years
they custom ground grain for area
farmers.

1917—A swing bridge crossing the Grand
River into Eastmanville was constructe

in 1917. It could open to allow the rive
boat traffic to pass. Later, when the river
boat traffic came to an end, the swings Eastmanville Bridge 1917
mechanism rusted shut.

1920's—Gemmens Grove was a picnic area in the wiothe general location of 60th
Avenue, approximately 1/2 mile south of Lake MicdmgDrive. Family reunions were held
there, as well as area church meetings, SundayoBplumics, school picnics, and mission
fests. Many baseball games were held there inplea field. There was a platform for guest
speakers, musical groups and for a picture scrdmmenfilms were shown.

1926—A bridge was constructed over the river onethgt end of the Township, connecting
what is now called Lake Michigan Drive (M-45) toiége Street, which ran from Grand
Rapids, and is now part of Lake Michigan Drive.isTridge was built as a swing bridge, in
case military ships had to come through. The ssvimgre never opened.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1928—M-45, known then as M-50, became the firsegav
road in the Township. Many of the local farmensdi
themselves and their horse teams out for the projEre pay
was a generous two dollars per day for each marhisnd
team.

1932—As a service to the community, Francis Wolbrin
purchased a 1929 Chevrolet dump truck and convérietb
Allendale’s first fire truck. They equipped it Wwia 500
gallon open top tank for easy filling with pailsten gallon
milk cans. A 200 gallon per minute irrigation pupd a
stretch of fire hose supplied a good stream of wa&ound
bottom buckets were stored in bins on both sidekefank. Allendale Center in 1925
The truck had a loud bell up front that could begby a
rope through the windshield alerting those aloreywtiay.

Early 1950’s—As a result of a rash of tornadoesciviic-
curred near the Township in the early 1950'’s, aigraf con-
cerned citizens felt the need for organizingvdl diefense
unit in Allendale. One of their duties wasalert the resi-
dents of  tornados. They also helped to diraffic at the
time of a fire or other disaster.

1952—A new Township Hall was built at Fire Department in 1947
6676 Lake Michigan Drive. It started out with adt roof,

which was an architectural feature used frequenttythe 1950s. The building has been
remodeled and enlarged several times since.

1953—The Allendale Improvement Association was #dm The association was instrumental
in getting a post office established in the Towpsdgain, and bringing a doctor, dentist and
medical clinic. The association later became knag/ithe Allendale Area Chamber of
Commerce.

1954— The one room school houses were consolidateddhllendale Public School District
was established.

1955—A $170,000.00 bond issue was approved bydtersto construct the first elementary
building for Allendale Public School. The first #@m school was occupied in 1956.

1963—The Lion’s Club was organized. This clubagwe in community projects.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

1963—Grand Valley State College opened for
students. Nine different courses where offered
to the 226 entering freshman, who were taught a
liberal arts curriculum by 15 faculty members
By 1968 there were two classroom/office

complexes in operation. In 1968 they received
North Central Accreditation.

1966—The Allendale Township Library becarrkg
a reality, thanks to the work of the Lions Club
and the Chamber of Commerce. Township
officials provided a room in the township hall tbe library.

rand Valley State College’s first building
opened in 1963

1967—Grand Valley State College had its first gegtthg class.

1968—A $750,000 bond issue was approved by thestdeconstruct a junior high/high
school building, which was built on Lake Michigami\&. Prior to that time, Allendale
students were attending junior high and high schoelther Zeeland, Hudsonville or
Coopersville. The building has been remodeledrandvated several times since it was built.

1969—O0ttawa County constructed a bridge to repllaeel 917 swing bridge over the Grand
River to Eastmanville.

1983—The Allendale Historical Society formed, wsttveral people interested in historical
preservation meeting with members of the Zeelarsidrical Society to discuss the steps to
take to organize.

1985—Engine House No. 5 was moved to Allendale féarand Rapids. This building was
built in 1880 at the corner of Leonard St. and M@&nAve. in Grand Rapids. One hundred
years later, in 1980, it was sold to Allendaledesi, Jeff DuPilka, who tore it down, brick by
brick, and moved it to Allendale. The handsoméding holds many antique fire units dating
from 1836, fire pictures,

memorabilia, and archives, all dealing with firghfiing.

1986—The Downtown Development Authority was estdigd, which initially provided for
public water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, andter lyears also provided for Lake Michigan
Drive enhancements, park improvements, sidewaldshan-motorized pathways, Town Center
development, and Fire Department improvements.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

Late 1980’'s—The business center of the Townshipestdo shift toward the 64th Avenue &
60th Avenue/Lake Michigan Drive area, and awaynfitbe 68th Avenue/Lake Michigan Drive
area.

1990’s-2005—Single family housing boom took place.

1995—The Knowlton House Museum was opened by the
Allendale Historical Society. This house was bli911 by
Hiram and Emily Knowlton. When the Historical Setyi took
possession of the house, they immediately movad the
acquisitions, which had been stored in Engine H?N®e5 and
in the basement of the Township Library, to the mewseum.

1997—A new Allendale Public School middle/high ssho ~ Knowlton House Museum
facility was built and occupied on 68th Avenue.

Allendale Public High School

1999—The Allendale Township Library moved int
it's new facility located at 6175 Library Lane,
between 64th Avenue and 60th Avenue off Lake
Michigan Drive.

@

2000—The Allendale Community Foundation wag
established.

=4

2002—The community approved allowing liquor tq
be sold by the glass. Consequently, several new
restaurants located in Allendale.

Allendale Township Library
2003—Student housing boom began.
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Events (continued)

2004—The Town Center concept was adopted by then$biw Board, identifying the area
along the south side of Lake Michigan Drive, betw86th Avenue and 64th Avenue as the
town center area.

2004—Lake Michigan Drive/M-45 reconstruction wasngeted, providing four lanes and a
boulevard streetscape.

2004—The new facility for Allendale Public Element&chools was completed, located at
10690 Learning Lane.

2004-2008—Commercial building boom took place.

2007—The Allendale Historical Society renovateaeond
home for a museum, calling it the “40’s throughs60
Museum”. This museum is located just north of the
Knowlton House Museum.

2007—The new facility for Allendale Christian Schabaiilt, 40s—60s Museum

located at 11050 64th Avenue.
2009—The new Allendale Public Middle School wadtbam Learning Lane.
2009—Metro Health built a new medical facility oake Michigan Drive.

2009—O0ttawa County purchased 157 acres on the GRewed for park property.

25



PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Military

The records confirm that Allendale has always raedpd to the call of colors when the country
was in need.

The War of 1812

There were at least two veterans of the War of 48i@ lived in Allendale, William Bell and
Harley Bement.

William Bell came from New York State, where hevael in a New York regiment during the
war. He purchased property in Allendale, died864 and was buried in the Allendale
Cemetery.

Harley Bement also came from New York State, winereerved in the 6th New York Infantry.
He also enlisted and served briefly in the CivilAMath the 7th Michigan Cavalry as an
assistant surgeon when he was over 60 years old.

The Mexican War (1848)

Enos Parrish served in the Mexican War with thelB:/8. Dragoons. He also enlisted in the
service ten years later at the time of the CivilrWa

The Civil War (1861-1864)

When the Civil War broke out in 1861, the Townshigs a country of tall pines and
hardwoods. The population was about 245 peoplemEhat small population, at least 31 men
would be credited to the Township for the war dffok few of these men seem to be attached
to the Township by way of their parents and therétie evidence that they lived very long in
the Township. Most can be traced from census teamd property assessments to the
Township. Of the 31 men from the Township thagloun the war, 9 men (about 30%) died
during the conflict. This is much higher percemtdigan country wide figures. One reason for
the high mortality rate is a strange fact that mo lived in the country where the air was
fresh and clean had the least chance of survivirtey had not been exposed to the germs and
unsanitary conditions of city life.

“The military history of the Grand River Valleylmit a fragment of the genera
history of the loyal part of the nation. No pafttbe North responded more
freely than Michigan. Men were ready to voluntéerendure the privations
and dangers of the camp, the march, the bivouadlaadtattle.”

Memorials of the Grand River Valley, Franklin Evitrd878
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PLANNING PROCESS (continued)

Historic Military (continued)

The Spanish-American War (1898)

There may be residents who served in this warthmit names are not known.

World War 1 (1914-1918)

The people of the United States were fortunate ussaany of the terrible battles of World
War One took place before America joined in thétligThe records show that 51 men were
recruited from the Township to serve in the waroséof the men did not go overseas because
the war ended before they were needed. At leastden men went overseas and several were
injured.

World War 11 (1939-1945)

Allendale furnished its share of soldiers for Wo&r Two. The number of volunteers and
draftees from the Township was 112. The times werhanging, and included in the list of
soldiers were four women. Miraculously, only fa@rvicemen from the Township were killed
during the war. The young men and women who wethis war went all over the world—
France, Italy, Aleutian Islands, Philippines, Newit®a, England, Africa, along with a host of
other places. Names like Guadalcanal, TarawaJlmg and Bastogne would be burned into
their memories.

Korean War (1950-1953)

There are several soldiers from the Township whiglib in the Korean War, but those records
are not complete.

Later Conflicts

Allendale soldiers were also in Vietnam and latanfticts, but those records are not available
at this time. At least one Township resident dieietnam, Randy Aylworth. His hame can
be found on the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, D.C
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ACTION PLAN

Goals and Objectives

As listed on page twelve of this report, the g@add objectives of this plan are to:

- Identify historical structures, places, personaditiand events, etc., and give a background
and rationale for recognition.
Make recommendations as to how these structurasegl personalities, events, etc. should
be historically recognized.
Increase public awareness.
Provide guidelines for architectural styles for n@mstruction
Identify historic structures in danger of futurevdlpments.
Provide guidelines for demolition or relocationhidtoric structures.
Establish zoning policies, regulations and ordimsntat protect the historical nature of the
Township, while allowing expeditious review of peofs, avoiding unreasonable delays
through clear and concisely written guidelines.
Provide incentives to encourage historical pretema

The remaining portion of this section of the repoailed the “Action Plan”, will detail how
these above mentioned goals and objectives are hoel.

Identification of Historic Places

Find, identify, and explore means to preserve ttiewing historic places if possible:
- Traders Creek trading post, sawmill,
- Stagecoach Road aka Corduory Road
- Charleston Landing
- Bass River Landing
- Indian reservation...section 15
- horse drawn logging railroad in Charleston
- narrow gauge railroad for timber, east of Leprino’s
- Blendon Landing steam powered logging train &au&:...Old Joe locomotive
- The Gore
- Brotherton School
- Walcott’s Mill
- Gemmen’ Meat Market...used to be the Creamery
- old 68th Avenue homes

Public Awareness

Not every historically recognized entity shoulddreofficial landmark. However, every
historically recognized entity deserves acknowleadget for its contributions to community life
and merits consideration. This plan encourages@poblicy to safeguard the community’s
historic, aesthetic and cultural heritage. It emages the community to help tell their own
stories for future generations.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Commemorative recognition, in various forms, teksthat history happened here, and link that
history to a larger theme. Recognition can uncéeegotten histories, reveal invisible stories,
or highlight multiple views of the past. Some exdes of recognition are:
. Gardens

Historical plaques

Kiosks

Murals

Museums

Signage

Sculptures, statues and other artwork

Signage

Signage refers to a great number of verbal, syralwolfigural markers. Signs play an
important role in human activity and perceptiorthad environment in which they are located.
Signs project an image, set a mood, define a space.

Historical signs of the nineteenth century includteel following varieties:
Fascia signs, placed on the fascia between thefgiat and the second floor. These signs
usually gave little more than the name of the bessrand maybe the street number.
Signs in the form of plaques, shields and oval®wsed on many buildings. These signs
had the advantage of being easily replaced ast®name and went.
Hanging or projecting signs were also common, alifnoless so than in previous centuries.
Gold leaf signs, painted or etched on glass in wivgland doors were quite common.
Sidewalk signs or “sandwich boards” offered anottieance to catch the eye.
Awnings offered another opportunity for displayiadpusiness name.

Many efforts to control signage lead to bland sa@ssn The Township encourages business to

fit their signage to their buildings. The followgmoints should be considered:

. Signs should be viewed as a part of the overalligacture of the building. The building’s
form, name and outstanding features, both deceratid functional, support the advertising
function of a sign. Signs should work with thelding.

New signs should respect the size, scale and desitpe building.
Sign placement should not obscure features of tiidibg.
Signs should respect neighboring buildings, notlsteor overpower adjacent structures.

Historic Plaques

Designated historical facts can be commemoratenlighr the placement of historical plaques.
Each plaque represents a small piece of our contgsipastThe purpose of the plagues is to
promote a knowledge of Allendale and encourageleess to stop and learn more of

our history.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

The plaque shown on the right is similar to the one
that the State has installed on the campus of Grand
Valley State University. The plaque reatls,the
mid-nineteenth century a site called Blendon
Landing was located in this vicinity on the Grand
River. Blendon Landing was organized in 1854 and
named for the Blendon Lumber Company. A
logging train hauled timber seven miles from the
pine forest to the landing for shipping. Whiteein
and hardwoods were transported from here and
used to manufacture ships, railroad cars and glﬂ]s .
Blendon Landing’s sawmill, logging operations
shipyard sustained a community of about 200
people in the early 1860’s. The sawmill burned in
1864 and by 1870 the railroad was abandoned. By
1912, Blendon Landing was deserted. In 1965,
Grand Valley State University professor Richard|g.
Flanders began excavating the Blendon Landing
site as part of the university’s archeology program
Blendon Landing is owned by the Grand Valley
State University Club.”

Murals

A picture says a thousand words, so the saying. gilesals are pictures, typically of
considerable size, painted on either the outsidesiile of a building, which can depict images
from the past, in large scale.

The mural shown on the right
was painted on the inside of thg
United States Post Office
building in EI Campo, Texas.
This mural shows the landscapge
of the area in it's natural state,
prior to the development of the
community.

U
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

The mural below is located in a building of the gais of the University of Albany. The mural
was painted on canvas and then mounted onto thHe livahows the one of the original build-

ings of the community.

The mural below was painted on the outside of ddimg in El Campo, Texas. It replicates an
actual picture taken from the Wharton County His&lrBook. It shows a homestead and an

old store which once stood in the town center.

The mural on the right was painted on a band sh&lpublic beach area in the City of
Redondo, California. It shows an old hotel ia background and a beach scene in the

foreground.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)
Kiosks

Kiosks, are small structures used to share publarmation, while providing a sheltered
pavilion area. Incorporating historical factslmese types of structures is ideal. They could be
scattered throughout the community, and, providingy are designed large enough, they could
even be used as bus stations and have bench seatuded in the design.

This kiosk below is located in Traders Creek, adegial area within the Town Center. The
following two pages show the information on thegkio
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ACTION PLAN (continued)
Public Awareness (continued)

Kiosks (continued)

TradersCreekLanding

The family history of the Chippewa people livinghfichigan goes back hundreds of years
before the Europeans came. The Indian peoplevathand prospered here in Allendale. The
Chippewa tribe consisted of the Odawa (Ottawa)a®watomi, and Ojibway people. Along the
banks of the Grand River, within Allendale Chaffewnship, were villages near the mouth of
Bass River, Traders Creek, and Ottawa Creek. 191Bierre Constant was the first

European to set foot in what is now Allendale Céafiownship. Pierre was a French fur
trader who established a trading post at the lonatihere Traders Creek flows into the Grand
River, where he bought furs from and lived among@éwa people. The Chippewa people
lived in this village until a series of Indian Tties in the 1830’s caused the Indians to lose their
land in this part of Michigan.

With Indian rights to the land
gone, investors from the eastern
states became excited about the
prospect of timbering the forests|of
Michigan, since there was a larg
supply of timber and the land wa
available for a small price. The
area around Traders Creek fell
victim to such a speculator’s
dream in 1836. The land was
purchased, a village was designed
on paper, and the speculators
The farm of Richard and Rebecca Roberts from the proceeded to try to sell the lots.

n ®

lllustrated Historical Atlas of Ottawa and According to available records, no
Kent Counties, Michigan-1876 lots were ever sold in this “city”,
by H. Belden & Co., publisher which was named Charleston.

In June of 1843, Richard and Rebecca Roberts psedhae first land in Allendale to be
actually lived on by owner. Their 160 acres wasted at Charleston, the area formerly
known as Traders Creek, near the area where tti@grpost had been. The Roberts family
established a sawmill, blacksmith shop, store,spuke mill at this location. Over the years, a
small, thriving community developed in this area.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Kiosks (continued)

Pierre Constant

In 1810, Pierre Constant was the first Europeaseto
foot in what is now Allendale Charter Township.
Pierre was a French fur trader who had been hiyed b
the British Fur Company. Like his countrymen
Marquette and Joliet, he too, was an explorer.ngsi
the British Fur Company headquarters in Mackinaw as
his home base, Pierre traveled along the shorelkd L
Michigan until he reached the mouth of the Grand

River. He then paddled his merchandise laden canoe

up the Grand River to Traders Creek. Here, wheaedrs Creek flows into the Grand River,
Pierre established a trading post to buy furs ftoenxChippewa people. Pierre did what many

other fur traders did to cultivate friendship wilie Indians, he married an Indian woman.

The furs Pierre obtained were used by the Eurofaesmon industry. Around 1830, however,
conditions changed for the fur trading industryrst- European fashions began to change.
Whereas European hat manufacturers had been wingfiich required animal pelts, they

now began using silk. Also, the Indian Relocatan of 1830 removed Indians from their
ancestral homeland in Allendale to land west ofNhigsissippi River.

We are indebted to Rev. William Ferry for this gheketch of Pierre Constant

“The first trader who located in what was Ottawau®y, ...was Pierre Constant, a
Frenchman, of the type of that avant-garde of pgsse-Marquette, LaSalle, Joliet and
Tonti—who, two hundred years before, invaded amdidint to the world the great

Northwest. He was of the chevalier order of meay®, honorable and undaunted, amid
all dangers. In 1810, he engaged with the Briftsin Company...as a trader; and with hi
supply of merchandise coasted along the shore ké Michigan, and established a tradi
post on the Grand River, near what is now callec@ston; and another on the banks g
Muskegon Lake. He married an Indian woman of rdwaialle beauty and intelligence, by
whom six children were born to him. Once a year ith his family and the results of h
ventures in furs and peltries, coasted down Lakehiglan and Huron to Penatauquaship
the Indian depot for Upper Canada.”

Rev. Wm. Ferry, 1796-186
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Sculptures, statues and other artwork

The community is now very familiar with the concepstatues, since the construction of the
Veteran’s Memorial in 1996. Since there is alsinailar statue, done by the same artist,
located on the Township Library lawn, a theme isady in progress.

Veterans Memorial in the Allendale Community Park

Additional sculptures and artwork could be includedlmost
any setting. Art pieces that reflect our historyuid fit in any
park, public plaza area, cemetery, etc.

Statue in front of the
Library
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Sculptures, statues and other artwork (continued)

The sculpture below is located at the north weste@oof the Allendale Community Park. The
bronze objects in the sculpture were cast fromatbjgiven by Allendale residents. Some
objects are antiques, some objects are family magsome objects are just every day
objects used by residents. Behind the curved wsalissimulated topographical map of portions
of the Township. The sculptures all include a wétature, trickling down the sides of the
three pieces. The sculpture was done by Graney &ltate University art students

Brian Caponi, Zyra Castillo, Ruby Miller, Andrew flkersley, and Teresa Zbiciak.

Artwork can also be enhanced by the use of thegslppompatible street amenities, such as
period style planters, benches, waste receptasties Lighting, also a very important design
element in the community, has already been dirdayetie installation of the street lighting
along Lake Michigan Drive. The same, or very samlight fixtures, need to be used in future
developments to keep continuity.

Historical Indoor Signs

The Township, with community promotion funds frohe tDowntown Development Authority,
has been gifting local businesses historical sigrtaghang in the lobbies of their facilities. See
Exhibit F.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)
Public Awareness (continued)

Allendale Historical Society

The Allendale Historical Society was organized mgegrs ago, with the intent to help
preserve the area history for future generatidriee society Board meets on the second
Thursday of the months of May through Novembere $bciety membership meets the third
Tuesday of the months of June, August, and October.

The current officers are:

President—Randy Meyers

Vice President—Fred Vedders
Secretary—Ruth Tanis

Treasurer—Alvina Meyers

Knowlton House Representative—Pat Gemmen
40’s-60’s Museum Representative—Ruth Tanis
Member at large—Robert Coffey

In 1973, the society produced a book for the conmityignl25 Anniversary (Quasquicentennial)
and again another book in 1998 for the 150th Amsiaey (Sesquicentennial). Much of the
information in this report came from these two sesr
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Knowlton House Museum

The Township purchased the
property known as the Knowlton
House Museum in 1995. On
October 17, 1996, the museum was
listed as Michigan Historic Site
# L2002 in the State Register of
Historic Sites. The gardens
surrounding the Knowlton House
are maintained by the Allendale
Garden Club.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

Knowlton House Museum Indoor Displays

39




ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

40s-60s Museum

The 1940’s-60’s Museum fills a void that existedhe telling of Allendale community’s
history. This time period was an important timeiqe for residents, both locally and
nationally. Nationally, area residents fought iMMV and both the Korean and Vietnam
Conflicts. Locally, we saw the creation of botHeNdale High School and Grand Valley State
University. The museum provides a valuable resotocthe Allendale area by providing
educational interpretations and displays of thegeortant events and much more.
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ACTION PLAN (continued)

Public Awareness (continued)

40s-60s Museum Indoor Displays
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ACTION PLAN (continued)
Public Awareness (continued)

Summary

In summary, the goals of a public awareness proguanto:
Increase the community’s knowledgfeAllendale’s historic resources by promoting
instruction of local history, by encouraging invefaent in preservation, and by interacting
with developers.
Promote community economic developnignbuilding alliances between various
community groups, by providing options for land eeypment, and by encouraging
tourism.
Enhance the community’s identity working with developers to guide architecturasign,
by encouraging residents and business owners @tepsd maintain their properties to
similar standards.
Protect historic placeby promoting local ordinances and planning polieidsch focus on
the preservation of our community’s history.
Document resourcesore fully by improving access to and use of histcesource data.
Increase preservation fundiriy seeking out private preservation funding soyraed by
increasing local and regional government involveinen

Architecture

Exhibit A shows architectural styles of old single familyidestial structures, existing and no
longer existingand the styles that these houses are categorizieat. ubJsing the book “A Field
Guide to American Houses” to identify the styleeristing homes, if was found that the
following residential styles are found in the&ibale area:
- Eclectic Colonial Revival House

Folk Gable Front House

Folk Gable Front and Wing House

Folk I-House

Folk Pyramidal House

Folk Side Gable House

Victorian Folk

Victorian Queen Anne House

Victorian Stick House

42



ACTION PLAN (continued)
Architecture (continued)

Exhibit B shows contemporary architectural styles of singfaify houses existing in Allendale
that reflect the old architectural styles. Any sewstyle listed in this would complement the
community.

Styles that would complement the styles found ilerAdale:

. Colonial Adam House
Colonial Dutch House
Colonial Early Classical Revival
Colonial Georgian House
Eclectic Colonial Revival House
Eclectic Craftsman House
Eclectic French House
Eclectic Neoclassical House
Eclectic Tudor House
Folk Gable Front House
Folk Gable Front and Wing House
Folk I-House
Folk Pyramidal House
Folk Side Gable House
Romantic Gothic Revival House
Romantic Greek Revival House
Romantic Italianate House
Victorian Folk House
Victorian Queen Anne House
Victorian Stick House

Exhibit C shows Architectural Styles of Old Non-ResidentiLgtures, Existing and No
Longer Existing.

Exhibit D shows Architectural Styles of New Non-Residenfidililti-Residential, and Mixed
Use Structures, which were Designed to Complenten@©id Architectural Styles
Identification of Historical Structures in Danger.

Much of the new development in the Township isrghkplace or will be taking place along the
major corridors of Lake Michigan Drive, 48th Avenaad 68th Avenue. Older buildings
along these corridors are identified as the hisabstructures that are in danger of being
replaced with new developments. New developmemigathese corridors will mean removing
structures, some of which may have value to theadher of the community and/or the
neighborhood in which they are located. It is imi@nt to develop ways to retain the historic
flavor of these neighborhoods..



ACTION PLAN (continued)
Architecture (continued)
Exhibit E shows amenities which compliment the architectsirges.
Policies to Protect and Enhance History

This study urges the Township Staff and the Plap@iommission to move forward in the
development of a corridor overlay zone districyjimmg specific development expectations and
standards. This is supported by the Allendale teéhdrownship Strategic Plan 2015.

This plan recommends against
Introducing any new building, streetscape or langedeature that is out of scale or
otherwise inappropriate to the setting’s histohamcter.
Introducing a new landscape feature or plant maltdrat is visually incompatible with the
site or destroys site patterns or vistas.

This plan recommends:

- Retaining the historic relationship between buiginlandscape features, and open space.
Encouraging developers to incorporate historiceisfanto the naming of their
developments, roadways, parks, etc., explainingnéimee on plaques, obelisks,
development brochures, and any other promotion&mads used.

Encouraging business signs that are consistemylmand appearance with the
neighborhood.

Encouraging the use of fencing that does not Vvigualpede streetscapes or scenic views.
Fencing should be consistent in design, mateald,scale with historic fencing.

44



