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INTRODUCTION 
 

Years of research by social and behavioral professionals have established  that availability of 
leisure time is fundamental to everyone's mental and physical health and general quality of life. 
The lack of personal leisure time ultimately results in physical and mental strain which can lead 
to health deterioration.   
 
Because Allendale Charter Township (“Township”) is interested in providing for 
the health, safety and welfare of our residents, it is only natural that the       
Township directs some of its time and efforts to provide quality recreation      
services and facilities for all its residents and visitors to enable them to enjoy 
available leisure time. 
 
The population of the Township is increasing rapidly. The results of the census, 
completed in May of 2000, showed the population of the Township at that time 
to be 13,042, which is an increase of 62% from the 1990 census figure of 8,022.   
 
As much as the Township has changed in the last 25 years, it is likely that it will experience as 
much or more change in the next 25 years. Change in a community presents a challenge to its 
citizens and its local government, to anticipate and plan for the future needs. 
 
A Parks and Recreation Plan is a guide which helps the Township plan for the future, and      
express its recreation goals and visions. 
 
Because of the constant change in our social and economic structure and activities, the Parks 
and Recreation Plan must be maintained through periodic review and revision so that it reflects 
contemporary trends while maintaining long-range goals. The plan will be effective to the      
degree that it continues to: 

- reflect needs and desires of the people 
- realistically interpret and reflect the conditions, trends and the changes in society 
- inspire concurrence and cooperation among the various public agencies and the 
 citizens of the community 
 

The preparation of this document is prompted by the Township’s rapid population growth, the 
desire to protect and provide access to area natural resources, an interest in maintaining        eli-
gibility for grant dollars, and the desire to plan for open space protection in the Township.  
 
The 2008 Parks and Recreation Plan is the latest plan prepared for the Township. The original 
plan was prepared in 1979, with revisions made in 1980,1986, 1993, 1998, and 2003. 
 
The Township, in compliance with grant regulations, hereby submits its revised 2008 Parks and 
Recreation Plan. 
 

 

 



7 

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION 
 

Allendale Charter Township is located in the center of Ottawa County, between Grand Rapids 
on the east, Holland and Grand Haven on the west, Jenison and Hudsonville on the south, and 
Coopersville on the north. The Township is located on Lake Michigan Drive, a major          
transportation route between Grand Rapids and Lake Michigan. 
 
Grand Valley State University (“University”) is located within the       
Township. The University has grown greatly since its beginning in 1963. 
The community has experienced growth related to the University's            
development. In addition, the expansion of the Grand Rapids metropolitan 
area has made the Township an attractive suburban community for many 
who work in the Grand Rapids area. The growth of our community and in 
the surrounding communities has created a need for more recreational           
facilities to serve the people of   the Township and surrounding areas. 
 
Twenty-five years ago, the Township was predominantly a rural             
community. As the Township continues to develop, the character, economy 
and population have become much more diverse, ranging from urban to   
rural. A significant manufacturing component has been added to the Township's economic base. 
The population has more than tripled since 1970, and local residents are served by a more    
complete range of commercial goods and services. In addition, the main campus of Grand    
Valley State University, one of Michigan’s major public universities, has evolved from a small 
cluster of buildings to a campus of approximately 700 acres, with a total enrollment in the fall 
of 2006 of 23,295 students, for both the Allendale and Grand Rapids campuses.  
 
The Township currently is a service center for the surrounding agricultural and suburban areas, 
and has begun to be a service community for the University, as well. A number of residents are 
students, faculty, and staff at the University, and many residents commute to work in              
surrounding communities. The 2000 Township census shows a population increase of 62%, 
from 8,022 in 1990 to 13,042 in 2000. It is expected that the Township will continue to         
experience this amount of growth over the next decade. This fact alone makes it extremely    
important for the community to examine the existing and future need for recreational facilities. 
 
The soils and topographic conditions in the Township are generally suitable for most types of 
urban development. This is another factor in the desirability of the area as a                           
suburban/residential location. The Grand River also is an important natural resource impacting 
the residential growth in the area. It forms the north and east boundaries of the Township and, 
as efforts to improve the environmental quality of the river are more successful, it will become 
a major attraction for recreational and residential development. 
 
While much of the residential development is related to the University’s growing need for      
student housing, faculty, and staff housing, and housing for service/retail workers, another por-
tion of the growth is related to the expansion of the Grand Rapids metropolitan area. 
 

 

Grand Valley State 
University 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 

History 
 
The first Indians known to live in the Allendale Charter Township area where the Fox and Saco 
Indians. The Ottawa Indians came from the north and drove the Fox and Saco Indians out of the 
area. Also, the Muskatay Indians lived to the south of the Grand River. They and the Ottawa 
Indians lived in peace for many years. The Pottawatomie Indians lived along the Grand River 
near Bass River until about 1890.   
 
The first Europeans to come into Allendale were fur traders. Settlers   
arrived in 1842. The first steps toward township organization were taken 
in the winter of 1848. An informal gathering resulted, by common     
consent, in the drafting and signing of a petition to the state legislature 
to organize Town 6 and 7 of Range 14 West, in Ottawa County, the    
territory known then as the Township of Malta. The petition was       
presented to the legislature by Senator Pennoyer of Grand Haven.   
 
When the University located in the Township in 1963, the community began experiencing 
growth related to university development. Also, the expansion of the Grand Rapids              
metropolitan area, excellent building sites, availability of utilities and excellent private and  
public school systems have made the Township an attractive community in which to live. 
 
Population Trends 
 
An important part of the planning process is to identify the past and present trends in           
population. The 1990 and 2000 census data are sources of information of how the Township 
compares statistically with the adjacent townships, in Ottawa County, and in the State of     
Michigan.  This comparison provides some insight in planning future growth and  development.  
 
Present Population 
 
The population of Allendale Charter Township over the four previous censuses is shown in the 
following table.  The Township’s population has increased significantly over the past 30 plus 
years.   
 

Population Trend 
1970-2000 

Year Population % Change 

1970 3,554  

1980 6,080 71.07% 

1990 8,022 31.94% 

2000 13,042 62.58% 

Knowlton House Museum 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
  
Present Population (cont) 
 
The following table shows the population change of the Township and the surrounding        
communities over the past 10 years .   
 

Change in Population for Allendale Charter Township and Adjacent Townships 
1990-2000 

 
The following table shows the age/sex profile for the Township, Ottawa County, and the State.  
There is uneven distribution of males (47.2%) and females (52.8%) within the Township.  
When compared to the County and State the male ratio in the Township is lower. Typically this 
is a sign of an aging community, as women have a longer life expectancy than men.  Another 
factor in this ratio may be the influence of the University, which also shows a higher female 
population in their student body.  

 
Age of Population in Allendale Charter Township,  

Ottawa County, and State of Michigan 
2000 

 1990 2000 % Change 

Allendale 8,022 13,042 62.58% 

Blendon 4,740 5,721 20.70% 

Georgetown 32,672 41,658 27.50% 

Polkton 2,284 2,335 2.23% 

Robinson 3,925 5,588 42.37% 

Tallmadge 6,293 6,881 9.34% 

 Allendale Charter 
Township 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Under 15 years 19.2% 24.0% 21.8% 

15 to 24 years 42.4% 16.6% 13.7% 

25 to 34 years  12.2% 13.4% 13.7% 

35 to 44 years 11.0% 15.9% 16.1% 

45 to 54 years 6.7% 12.5% 13.8% 

55 to 64 years 3.8% 7.5% 8.7% 

65 to 74 years 2.5% 5.1% 6.5% 

75 and older 2.2% 5.0% 5.7% 

Median Age 21.3 32.3 35.5 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
 

Present Population (cont) 
 
The following Table shows the male vs. female population.    
 

Sex of Population in Allendale Charter Township, 
Ottawa County, and State of Michigan 

2000 

 
The following table shows the male vs. female age group from 1990 to 2000.  The 18 to 20 age 
group had a 1,534 person increase between 1990 and 2000.  It is also this age group in which 
the amount of females significantly out number males.  There are also signs of younger families 
with children; approximately 75% of the Township’s population is under 35 years of age, and 
the third largest age group increase is that of 5 to 17 years.   
 

Age and Sex of Population  
2000 

In the Township, from 1990 to 2000, there was a total population increase of roughly 62%.  In 
the same time period, there was a 58% the increase in student population at Grand Valley State 
University. 

 Allendale Charter 
Township 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Male 47.2% 49.2% 49.0% 

Female 52.8% 50.8% 51.0% 

 Male  
2000 

Female  
2000 

Population 
1990 

Population 
2000 

Increase 
1990-2000 

Under 5 years 451 440 630 891 261 

5 to 17 years 1,033 988 1,309 2,021 712 

18 to 20 years 1,292 2,069 1,827 3,361 1,534 

21 to 24 years 852 910 980 1,762 782 

25 to 34 years 824 762 1,235 1,586 351 

35 to 44 years 736 702 783 1,438 655 

45 to 54 years 450 427 473 877 404 

55 to 64 years 245 247 323 492 169 

65 years and 
over 

271 343 462 614 152 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
 
Educational Attainment 
 
The following table shows the educational attainment of residents in the Township, Ottawa 
County, and the State.  The percentage of residents with a bachelor’s degrees or higher was less 
than both the County and the State. 
    

Educational Attainment 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township, Ottawa County, and the State of Michigan 

 
Income 
 
The Township median household income of $48,669 in 2000 is less than the County, and higher 
than the State.  Although there are fewer residents with incomes over $100,000 and more      
residents with incomes under $40,000, the Township is similar to both the County and the State 
in the middle to high income levels.  When compared to the 1990 incomes, the Township has a 
smaller percentage of residents at the lower levels.  Residents in the Township, as shown in the 
following table, generally have incomes between $25,000 and $75,000.  In 10 years, the median 
household income has increased approximately $18,000. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Allendale Charter 
Township 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Less than 9th grade 5.3% 5.2% 4.7% 

9th to 12th grade,  
no diploma 

9.5% 8.2% 11.9% 

High school graduate 39.0% 31.1% 31.3% 

Some college,  
no degree 

21.0% 22.1% 23.3% 

Associate degree 8.0% 7.5% 7.0% 

Bachelor’s degree 13.0% 18.0% 13.7% 

Graduate or  
professional degree 

4.2% 7.9% 8.1% 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
 
Income (cont) 
 

Income 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township, Ottawa County, and the State of Michigan 

Employment 
 
The following table shows the different employment categories in which the Township        
residents belong.   The Township has a higher percentage of residents in six of the categories.   

 Allendale Charter 
Township 1990 

Allendale Charter 
Township 2000 

Ottawa County 
2000 

State of Michigan  
2000 

Less than 
$10,000 

10.7% 4.1% 3.9% 8.3% 

$10,000 to 
$24,999 

26.7% 16.5% 13.5% 18.2% 

$25,000 to 
$49,999 

40.1% 30.4% 29.0% 28.9% 

$50,000 to 
$74,999 

14.7% 25.9% 26.6% 20.6% 

$75,000 to 
$99,999 

5.8% 14.1% 14.1% 11.4% 

$100,000 to 
$149,999 

.5% 6.7% 9.0% 8.6% 

$150,000 or more 1.4% 2.4% 3.9% 4.1% 

Median 
 household  

income 

$30,738 $48,669 $52,347 $44,667 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont.) 
 

Employment (cont) 
 

Employment 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township, Ottawa County, and the State of Michigan 

 
The regional location of the Township and its rural atmosphere are among the reasons many 
people move to the area.  The following table shows that the Township has a smaller percentage 

Industry Allendale Charter 
Township 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Agriculture, forestry, 
fishing, hunting, and 

mining 

2.3% 1.5% 1.1% 

Construction 8.3% 5.7% 6.0% 

Manufacturing 16.1% 29.5% 22.5% 

Wholesale trade 3.9% 4.3% 3.3% 

Retail trade 14.7% 11.9% 11.9% 

Transportation,  
warehousing, and  

utilities 

2.1% 3.3% 4.1% 

Information 2.2% 1.6% 2.1% 

Finance, insurance, 
real estate, rental, and 

leasing 

4.1% 4.3% 5.3% 

Professional,        
scientific,  

management,   
administrative, and 
waste management 

4.3% 5.8% 8.0% 

Education, health, and 
social services 

23.6% 18.8% 19.9% 

Arts, entertainment, 
recreation,  

accommodation, and 
food services 

11.8% 6.3% 7.6% 

Other services 4.4% 4.9% 4.6% 

Public administration 2.2% 2.1% 3.6% 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL DESCRIPTION (cont) 
 

Employment (cont) 
 
of residents that are within 20 minutes of work than the County and the State, but has a much 
higher percentage of residents that travel between 20 and 60 minutes for  employment.    
 

Travel Time to Work 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township, Ottawa County, and the State of Michigan 
 

Housing Characteristics 
 
The following table shows the housing units of the Township, the adjacent townships, Ottawa 
County, and the State.  Out of the Township’s 3,492 dwelling units, 95% were occupied.              
Approximately 70% of the total dwelling units were owner occupied, 24% were renter          
occupied, and 5% were vacant.  The percentage of owner occupied housing is less than the    
region and the County, while the percentage of renter occupied is more.  This shows the         
influence of the university.   

 

 Allendale Charter 
Township 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Less than 5 minutes 6.4% 4.7% 3.5% 

5 to 14 minutes 24.6% 34.2% 26.2% 

15 to 24 minutes 27.4% 31.2% 30.5% 

25 to 34 minutes 24.5% 16.4% 18.4% 

35 to 44 minutes 9.4% 4.4% 6.1% 

45 to 59 minutes 3.1% 3.6% 6.7% 

60 to 89 minutes 1.1% 1.3% 3.8% 

90 or more minutes .3% 1.1% 2.0% 

Work from home 3.2% 3.1% 2.8% 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
 

Housing Characteristics (cont) 
 

Number of Housing Units and Vacancies 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township, Adjacent Townships, Ottawa County,  
and the State of Michigan 

Average Household Size 
 
The following table shows the average population per dwelling unit in the Township and       
selected surrounding communities.  The trend, occurring statewide, is a decrease in overall 
household size since 1980.  The Township has an average of 3.03 persons per household, which  
decreasing over time, is still high.  This suggests that the Township is also a community of 
growing families.  Table 10 shows increases in total occupied dwelling units between 1990 and 
2000 for the Township and the adjacent communities.  During this period, occupied dwelling 
units in the Township increased by 1,252 units to a total of 3,306 in 2000.   
 

Average Household Size 
2000 

Allendale Charter Township and Adjacent Townships 

 Allendale Charter 
Township 

Adjacent  
Townships 

Ottawa County State of Michigan 

Total Housing 
Units 

3,492 21,262 86,856 4,234,279 

Occupied 3,306 20,689 81,662 3,785,661 

Vacant 186 573 5,194 448,618 

Owner Occupied 2,451 17,796 65,918 2,793,124 

Renter Occupied 854 2,893 15,744 992,537 

 1990 2000 Change 

Allendale 3.1 3.03 -2.26% 

Blendon 3.39 3.28 -3.24% 

Georgetown 3.15 2.92 -7.30% 

Polkton 3.14 3.00 -4.46% 

Robinson 3.13 3.01 -3.83% 

Tallmadge 3.11 2.97 -4.50% 
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COMMUNITY SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont.) 
 

Residential Building Permits 
 
The following Table shows new single family housing construction in the Township over the 
last six years.  An average of 140 homes have been constructed per year over the past seven 
years.   

 
New Housing Construction  Permits 

2000-2007 

 
Population Projections 
 

The projection of population for a community over an extended period of time is subject to 
many variables, such as national population trends and the regional economy.  Factors affecting 
local population growth or decline are the availability of employment and affordable housing.   

Based upon a projected household size that reflects the decrease in size that has occurred      
between 1990-2000, future population can then be approximated.  While this method assumes 
that housing construction rates will remain similar, it provides a comparison of the Township’s 
recent development trends with the long-range development of the community.   

 
With the addition of more housing, land will need to be appropriated accordingly.  So, not only 
are the number of houses that are being constructed important, but where they are constructed is 
equally important.   
 
See Exhibit A and F 
 
References Used 
· 2000 Census 
· Allendale Township: 150 Year Sesquicentennial 
· 2003 Master Plan 
· Grand Valley State University web site 

Single 
 family  
permits 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

 119 115 143 173 152 138 63 

2007 

64 
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 COMMUNITY PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
 

General Location 
 
Allendale Charter Township is located in the center of Ottawa County,        
between Grand Rapids to the east, Holland and Grand Haven to the west,    
Jenison and Hudsonville to the south and Coopersville to the north. 
 
Topography 
 
With the exception of land in proximity to the Grand River, most of the    
Township is in a broad, nearly level upland plain which slopes gently    
westward and northward. The east end of the Township is characterized by 
a glacial moraine upland, and near the Grand River is cut by severe ravines 
which extend down to the Grand River valley. Steep bluffs overlook the 
Grand River at the Township's eastern edge. The University’s campus occupies the highest land 
in the Township, at an elevation of about 710 feet.   
 
Geology 
 
The Township is situated on a thick mantle of 100 plus feet of glacial material overlying the 
glaciated bedrock surface of the Napoleon sandstone formation. The Napoleon sandstone is 
white and light gray sandstone. This is underlain to the lower Marshall sandstone and includes 
some shale. Both of these formations produce potable groundwater in good quantity throughout 
the area. 
 
Surface Water 
 
The Grand River is the most prominent surface water feature in the Township, passing through 
the community from southeast to northwest. Much of the area adjacent to the Grand River is 
within the 100 year floodplain, a federally defined area subject to periodic flooding. Several 
small drainage courses run through the Township, with corridors of wooded, rolling land       
adjacent. These include Ottawa Creek and Bass Creek. Much of the land in proximity to these 
streams has wetland characteristics. The streams and the adjacent wetlands serve as valuable 
drainage, flood control and water purification functions.  
 
Groundwater 
 
Almost one half of the State's population, and much of the Township's population, relies upon 
groundwater as the source of drinking water. In the Township, three distinct aquifers are used 
for potable water supply. A shallow glacial drift aquifer lies within 25 feet of the surface 
throughout most of the Township. A second drift aquifer is found between 50 - 100 feet. The 
third aquifer is found at 100 - 200 feet below the surface, in the Marshall Sandstone formation.   
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COMMUNITY PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont) 
 

Water Quality and Uses 
 
The major body of surface water in the study area is the Grand River. The daily average flow in 
the river, averaged over 33 years, is 3.362 CFS. The one in ten year, seven day flow is           
estimated to be 575 CFS. 
 
The Grand River was designated by the Department of Natural Resources to be protected for 
partial body contact recreation, warm water intolerant fish, industrial water supply, and          
agricultural and commercial water uses. There is a large body of fresh water in the former 
gravel extraction area owned by the State, called Bass River Recreation Area. This site is      
adjacent to the Grand River and Bass River, and is located in the north west corner of the   
Township. This site, which is located in both Robinson Township and Allendale Charter   
Township, has the potential to become a multiple use regional park. 
 
The public water supply system provides services to Grand Valley State University and to 2,000 
residential and commercial water customers.  The public water is supplied by the Grand Rapids 
pipeline from Lake Michigan.  The remainder of the area is served by private wells. 
 
Climate 
 
Lake Michigan influences the climate in the Township significantly. Prevailing westerly winds 
blow across the lake, effecting winter and summer temperatures. Temperatures above ninety 
degrees Fahrenheit in the summer and below zero degrees Fahrenheit in the winter occur       
infrequently, rarely more than three or four times per season. Seldom do prolonged periods of 
extremely hot or cold weather prevail during the summer or winter. 
 
Rainfall averages over thirty one inches per year. The average annual snowfall measures sixty 
inches. June and September are the wettest months while February remains the driest.         
Measurable amounts of snow usually fall each month from October through April. 
 
Other Environmental Conditions 
 
The Department of Natural Resources field office in Grand Rapids gave the following            
information on plants, animals, fish and endangered or threatened species in the Township area. 
 
Plant species in the area include varieties such as willow, nettles, marsh grasses, etc., and the 
upland varieties such as pine, oak, hickory, maple and dogwood. Corn and other vegetables, as 
well as blueberries, are grown as cash crops in the area, depending in part on the soil type.  
 
The Grand River supports a variety of fish species, including brown trout, salmon, steelhead, 
northern pike, catfish, largemouth bass, walleye and bluegill. Ottawa Creek and Bass River  
have fish populations similar to those of second quality warm streams, smaller game and non 
game fish species.  Aquatic animals include various turtles, frogs and snakes. 
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COMMUNITY PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS (cont)  
 
Other Environmental Conditions (cont) 
 
The animal communities in the lowlands of the area include mammals such as muskrats and 
beaver, and birds such as geese, ducks, heron and shore birds. The upland species in the area are 
squirrels and rabbits. The principal game birds in the uplands are pheasants and woodcocks, and 
to a lesser extent, quail. Species that inhabit both upland and lowland areas include white tail 
deer, raccoon and woodchuck. Birds inhabiting both areas include mourning doves, crows and a 
variety of smaller birds. 
 
The Grand River valley is of aesthetic value to the local residents and to visitors to the area. 
Several locations along the river provide beautiful views of the valley. 
 
The Grand River floodplain may be considered an environmentally sensitive area, since these 
marshes provide a home for many forms of wildlife.   
 
The Grand River provides outstanding opportunities for scenic views, canoeing, fishing, etc.  
The flood plain along the Grand River contains 1,500 acres that is still in its natural habitat.  
Since this region is subject to periodic flooding, the Township has adopted and enforces a Flood 
Plain Ordinance. This creates a large area that is beautifully suited for recreational                 
development. However, at the present time the Grand River is mostly inaccessible and remains 
an under utilized resource. 
 
Perhaps the Township's greatest asset of all is the vast amount of open, undeveloped land. Even 
though the Township is rapidly growing, with its large amounts of open space, it can chart a 
course of coordinated, timely and efficient land development and still provide ample areas for 
agriculture, open space and recreation. 
 
See Exhibit B 
 
References Used: 
· 1999 Master Land Use Plan 
· The Department of Natural Resources field office  
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 
  

Operating Budget 
 
The 2008 General Fund Budget for Recreation and Parks is: 
  
$39,051 Salaries  
    3,000 Garden Club 
    3,217 Employer’s FICA 
    1,953 Employer’s Pension 
    1,000 Supplies 
       300 Flowers, shrubs, trees 
    1,200 Fertilizer 
    6,000 Contracted services  
    3,500 Insurance 
       200 Water 
    5,000 Electricity 
    4,000           General maintenance 
    2,000 Gas and Oil 
       300 Miscellaneous 
$70,721 
   
In this budget, there is $39,051 budgeted for salaries.  This amount provides salaries for a 
portion of two full-time.  
 
Staff and Administration 
 
The Allendale Charter Township Board is the legal agency for all Township owned recreational 
facilities.  The Township owns the Allendale Community Park, is responsible for the 
administration, and provides the general upkeep and maintenance funds, as well as the 
supervision of programs. 
 
At the present time there are no anticipated changes in staffing or administration of the 
recreational activities.  However, a proposed job description has been prepared for a future    
position of Director of Parks and Recreation.   
 
Ordinances adopted by the Township Board for Recreation since the 2003 Parks and   
Recreation Plan was adopted 
 
Ordinance 2003-1  Amendment to the Non-Motorized Pathways Ordinance 
Ordinance 2003-4  Sidewalks 
Ordinance 2004-9  Sidewalks for all developments along hard surfaced roadways 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE (cont) 
 
Resolutions approved by the Township Board for Recreation since the 2003 Parks and 
Recreation Plan was Adopted 
 
Resolution 2003-11  Approval of the 2003 Parks and Recreation Plan 
Resolution 2003-21  Approval of the 2003 Non-Motorized Pathways Plan 
Resolution 2004-29  Approval of amendments to the 2003 Parks and Recreation Plan 
Resolution 2006-6  Approval of including a park millage request on the May 2, 2006, 
    ballot 
Resolution 2006-30  Approval to purchase property adjacent to the park at the cost of 
    $142,718 
Resolution 2007-7  Approval to submit application for 2007 Michigan Natural  
    Resources Trust Fund Grant for property adjacent to park 
 
Commitments Made By the Township Board for the Allendale Community Park since the 
2003 Parks and Recreation Plan was Adopted 
 
2/24/03   Approval was given to the Allendale Area Chamber of Commerce 
    to hold a Farmers Market in the Park 
3/24/03   Approval to purchase 200 yards of 200d fiber for the Park  
    playground at the cost of $1,350.00 
4/28/03   Approval to hire RJM Design to design a skateboard park for the 
    park at the cost of $2,850 
6/23/03   Approval was given to purchase two new grills for the park 
11/3/03   Approval was given to hire Aquatic Doctors to treat the pond in 
    the park for algae for the years 2004-2006 
5/10/04   Approval was given to purchase new doors for the Knowlton 
    House Museum Carriage House at the cost of $790 
8/23/04   Approval was given to replace the roof on the Knowlton House 
    Museum Carriage House at the cost of $2,550 
11/28/05   Approval was given to repair a portion of the roof of the  
    Knowlton House Museum at the cost of $2,000 
9/11/06   Approval to purchase 16 new picnic tables for the picnic shelters 
    in the park at the cost of $9,760 
9/11/06   Approval to renovate picnic shelters in the park at the cost of 
    $15,150 
9/11/06   Approval to construct a soccer field in the park at the cost of 
    $5,466 
9/11/06   Approval to renovate the north/west corner of the park for a  
    gateway feature into the park at the cost of $120,000 
9/11/06   Approval to pave a wood chip pathway along the west side of the 
    pond in the park at the cost of $10,000 
12/28/06   Approval to repair the tennis/basketball courts at the cost of 
    $18,750 
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE (cont) 
 
Commitments Made By the Township Board for the Allendale Community Park since the 
2003 Parks and Recreation Plan was Adopted (cont) 
 
12/28/06   Approval to purchase surveillance cameras for the park for  
    vandalism at the cost of $12,000 
12/28/06   Approval to remove old dugouts and purchase a new back stop a
    and fencing for field #1 in the park at the cost of $15,000 
12/28/06   Approval to purchase 1 set of soccer goals at the cost of $1,400 
12/28/06   Approval to purchase a new furnace and some storage shelving 
    for the Knowlton House Museum at the cost of $4,000 
12/28/06   Approval to purchase new playground equipment for the park at 
    the cost of $60,000 
1/8/07    Approval was given to hire Aquatic Doctors to treat the pond in 
    the park for algae for 2007 
2/12/07   Approval to replace two light poles and light fixtures in the park 
    at the cost of $4,994 
10/8/07   Approval to award sidewalk projects at the total coast of $74,069 
 
Cooperative Arrangements for the use of Recreational Facilities 
 
The local schools, churches, organizations, businesses, the University and the Township       
personnel all work closely together in the sharing of buildings, facilities and equipment.  This 
also applies to recreational facilities.  Often occasions arise when one group has to rely upon 
another group for assistance, and generally, there is a real cooperative attitude within the      
community. 
 
See Exhibits D and K 
 
References Used: 
· Allendale Charter Township 2008 General Fund Budget 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS 
 
Local Review 
 
Input was received from various community groups during the formulation of the Parks and 
Recreation Plan. This includes a broad based Parks and Recreation Committee, a community 
attitude survey, and input from other interest groups. In addition to that early input, the draft 
plan review process involved many of these same interest groups, the Township Board and 
Planning Commission and a public hearing. 
 
Allendale Charter Township Parks and Recreation Committee 
 
On July 8, 2002, the Township Board established a Parks and Recreation 
Committee.  Following is the list of the current committee members: 
 Jeff Blum  Dave Chrisinske 
 David deVelder Heidi Howerzyl 
 Marcia Hoekstra Larry Haveman  
 Candy Kraker 
  
The Parks and Recreation Committee is committed to providing            
development, advocacy, programs, and services to enhance the quality of 
life through recreation and park opportunities. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee’s vision is to: 
· Promote, support and enhance recreation and park services 
· Develop and help implement fiscally responsible financial strategies 
· Provide services to support the development, programming and information distribution of 

recreational opportunities 
 
Allendale Charter Township Board 
 
The Township Board is the legal agency for all Township owned recreational facilities.         
Together with the Parks and Recreation Committee, they see that all projects are completed, as 
funds become available. 
 
Allendale Charter Township Planning Commission 
 
The Planning Commission consists of seven voting members and one staff advisor. Members 
are appointed by the Supervisor and approved by the Township Board.   The basic function of 
the Planning Commission is to make and adopt a plan for the guidance of the development of 
the Township. The plan includes maps, plats, charts and descriptive and explanatory materials. 
In addition to private land use, it considers general location of major streets, water and sewer 
systems, public utilities and structures, rehabilitation of blighted areas, location of public    
buildings, flood prevention, public recreation and other similar matters pertinent to               
governmental services. The Township Board has final authority to approve each plan. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANNING PROCESS (cont) 
 

Classification of Park and Recreation Areas 
 
Parks and recreation services are most effective when provided through a system in which    
governmental agencies, at all levels, and the private sector combine to provide a variety of    
facilities and services.   
 
State/National Parks—These large acreage parks are designed around outstanding natural     
resources of state or national significance.  Development is designed to facilitate primarily   
passive recreational uses. 
 
Regional Parks—Area wide parks differ primarily in the size of their service areas, with        
regional scale parks serving a radius of 20-40 miles.  Parks in this classification are usually 
large with over 100 acres.  These parks emphasize preservation of natural environment and 
typical facilities could include picnic areas, swimming, boating, hiking, etc. 
 
Community Parks—These parks are generally designed as “drive to” parks of larger acreage.  
These parks serve a group of neighborhoods, primarily with a service area of 10-20 miles.   
They provide a much broader range of facilities which could include playfields, playgrounds, 
ball diamonds, tennis courts, etc.   
 
Neighborhood Parks—These parks are generally designed as “walk to” parks of smaller      
acreage.  These facilities could include playgrounds, open fields, small lakes and linear        
connections to public pathways.   
 
Recreation Corridors—These corridors can provide trail systems and may maintain, protect or 
preserve existing lineal, natural and cultural features such as water courses, utility right-of-ways 
or scenic drives.  The recreation corridor can function as an entity connecting one or more of 
the categories listed above.   
 
Special Use Facilities—This classification is provided to accommodate separate facilities not 
included in the categories listed above.   
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AREA RECREATION INVENTORY 
 

Recreation Providers Located Outside of Allendale Charter Township 
 
Regional Parks—The Township is fortunate to be located within a short distance of many       
regional parks located outside of the Township, which are owned and managed by local       
governmental units.   
 
1.  Aman Park (a Grand Rapids City park) 
  - 331 acres 
  - located six miles east of Allendale 
  - cross country skiing trails 
  - hiking trails 
  - natural areas 
 
2.  Deer Creek Park (an Ottawa County park)  
  - 2 acres  
  - located five miles north of Allendale 
  - picnic areas 
  - boat ramp 
  - fishing 
  - Grand River access 
 
3. Hagar Park  (an Ottawa County park)  
  - 104 acres 
  - located nine miles south of Allendale 
  - arboretum 
  - visitors center 
  - picnic areas with shelters 
  - playgrounds 
  - hiking trails 
  - natural areas 
  - ball field 
 
4. Riverside Park (an Ottawa County park)  
  - 64 acres 
  - located ten miles west of Allendale 
  - picnic areas with shelters 
  - boat ramps 
  - natural areas 
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AREA RECREATION INVENTORY (cont) 
 

Recreation Providers Located Outside of Allendale Charter Township (cont) 
 
5. Spring Grove Park (an Ottawa County park)  
  - 16 acres 
  - located 5 miles southeast of Allendale 
  - picnic building 
  - playground 
  - ball field 
  - volleyball area 
  - fire pit with benches 
 
6. Pigeon Creek Park (an Ottawa County park) 
  - 282 acres   
  - located ten miles southwest of Allendale 
  - picnic areas 
  - woods 
  - mountain biking 
  - lodge with concessions 
  - lighted trails 
  - horseback riding 
  - hiking trails 
  - mountain biking 
  - sledding hill 
  - warming lodge with concession and ski rental 
  - cross country skiing 
  - Pigeon Creek access 
  - Grand River access 

 
Recreation Providers Within Allendale Charter Township 
 
State/National Parks—The federal government does not actively manage any recreational lands 
within Ottawa County.  It does, however, own approximate 40 acres of land called the Bass 
River Recreation Area, divided among 19 islands located along the Grand River in the eastern 
portion of the County.  The State owns acreage in Robinson Township and Allendale Charter 
Township for future development as a state park or recreation area.  With Grand River frontage, 
this site can be expected to provide significant recreation opportunities in the future, although a 
master plan identifying specific park plans has not yet been developed.   
 
Community Parks—The Township currently owns and manages one community park.   
 
 Allendale Community Park is comprised of 40 acres.   
 
 Allendale Community Park is a busy place during the warm weather months.  One      
 reason is the Park’s outstanding softball and little league facilities, which attract teams 
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AREA RECREATION INVENTORY (cont) 
 
Recreation Providers Within Allendale Charter Township (cont) 
 
 and players from a wide geographic area. 
 
 Despite the Park’s popularity, there is room for improvement.  Opportunities can be  
 provided for individuals and groups who currently do not use the facility or find it     
 desirable. 
 
 During the process of planning for the disabled, the three year old son of local residents 
 died after a battle with cancer.  Prior to their son’s death, the parents had decided that 
 they wanted to start a fund to make the playground in the Park handicap accessible.  The 
 plans for this fund and the goals which were already taking shape for the park worked 
 hand in hand in the Master Plan preparation.  This fund donated $14,000 toward new 
 playground equipment which was installed when Phase I of the park Master Plan was 
 completed in 1997.  This fund has made several additional contributions to the park. 
 
 Facilities added with Phase One of the Park renovation project (l996-97) with the 
 assistance of a $111,585 Land and Water Conservation Fund grant, with matching funds 
 from the Township. 
  - enlarged and upgraded handicap accessible playground area 
  - new handicap accessible restroom facilities 
  - paved handicap accessible parking lot and walkways 
  - moved and enlarged Little League diamond 
 
 Facilities added with Phase two of the Park renovation project (1999-2000) with the    
 assistance of a $37,000 Protecting Michigan’s Future Recreation Bond grant.  
  - one acre pond 
  - nature trails 
  - pedestrian bridge 
  - concrete sidewalk 
 
Other park facilities include: 
  - two picnic shelters with lights, grills and picnic tables 
  - combined basketball/tennis court with lights 
  - 3 adult ball diamonds, 2 with lights  
  - 3 Little League ball diamonds, without lights 
  - shuffleboard courts with benches 
  - horse shoe pits 
  - concession areas 
 
· On January 26, l994, the Township purchased a home which is adjacent to the park.   T h i s 

house was purchased for $55,000.  This house was very old,  in  need of much repair, so it 
was torn down.  The parcel of land is now maintained as part of the park.   
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AREA RECREATION INVENTORY (cont) 
 

Recreation Providers Located Within Allendale Charter Township (cont) 
 
· On August l6, l995, the Township purchased another house which is adjacent to the  pa rk .  

This house was purchased for $84,000.  It was given as a gift to the Allendale  H i s t o r i c a l 
Society to use as a museum, the Knowlton House Museum, and maintained at  the Histocial 
Society’s expense.  The Historical Society has gone through the process of getting this 
house listed in the State Register of Historical Sites. They have also expanded upon the 
gardens around the house, and have made the gardens fully accessible to park visitors.   

 
· On July 12, 1999, approval was given to the Township Supervisor to sign an agreement 

with Allendale Public School, who gifted and transferred .4121 acres of real property to in-
corporate with the Allendale Community Park, in order to incorporate the property  i n t o 
part of the pond area in the park. 

  
· On February 17, 2005, the Township purchased another house which was adjacent to the 

park.  This house was purchased for $165,000.  This house was very old, in need of much 
repair, so it was torn down.  The parcel of land is now maintained as part of the park.   

 
· On June 14, 2006, the Township purchased another house which is adjacent to the park.  

This house was purchased for $142,178.  It was given as a gift to the Allendale Historical 
Society to use as a museum, the 40’s—60’s Museum, and maintained at the Historical     
Society’s expense.    

 
· On May 2, 2006, the Township asked for .5 mills for 13 years to make improvements to the 

Park.  That request was rejected by the voters, with 36% of the voters in favor of the       
millage, and 64% of the voters against the millage. 

·   
· During 2006, the Downtown Development Authority became active in improving the Park, 

after the defeat of the millage request.  Several projects have been done in the Park as a   
result of the involvement of the Downtown Development Authority. 

 
· On March 26, 2007, the Township applied for a grant from the Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources to purchase just under an acre of property adjacent to the park which is 
owned by the Michigan Department of Transportation.  The grant was received. 

 
Neighborhood Parks—The Township does not own or manage any neighborhood parks at this 
time.  However, as the Township population continues to grow, the Township Board is          
becoming keenly aware of a need to add park and expand recreational opportunities for our   
residents.  As properties become available, the Township Board would like to consider the     
development of additional parks. 
 
Recreation Corridors—The Township currently does not own or manage any recreation        
corridors.  The County does own some property along the Grand River and has a master plan 
including non-motorized pathways along the Grand River. 



29 

AREA RECREATION INVENTORY (cont) 
 

Recreation Providers Within Allendale Charter Township (cont)  
 
Special Use Facilities—The Township has several special use facilities, which offer a wide 
range of organized recreation opportunities. 
 
l. Allendale Christian School, 11050 64th Avenue, Allendale MI 49401 
  - gymnasium 
  - playground 
  - soccer field 
  - basketball courts 
   - track 
 
2.  Allendale Public Elementary School, 10690 Learning Lane, Allendale MI 49401. 
  - 2 playgrounds 
  - 2 soccer fields 
  - 2 multi purpose sports rooms 
 
3. Allendale Public Middle School, 6561 Lake Michigan Drive., Allendale MI 49401 
  - 2 gymnasium with balcony area (seating for 900) 
  - baseball and softball fields 
  - playgrounds 
  - outdoor basketball courts 
  - football/soccerl field without lights 
  - cinder running track 
 
4. Allendale Public High School, 10760 68th Avenue, Allendale MI 49401 
  - gymnasium (seating for 1,800) 
  - indoor walking/jogging track 
  - 2 indoor multi purpose rooms 
  - outdoor track 
  - 2 softball fields (1 competitive and 1 practice) 
  - 2 baseball fields (1 competitive and 1 practice) 
  - practice soccer and football fields 
  - football field (seating for 2,000) 
  - weight and fitness room 
 
5. Ottawa Area Center for Exceptional Children, 10160 96th Avenue, Allendale MI 49401 
  - picnic area 
  - nature trail 
  - tetherball 
  - playground 
  - all purpose field 
  - football field 
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AREA RECREATION INVENTORY (cont) 
 

Recreation Providers Within Allendale Charter Township (cont) 
 
6. Grand Valley State University 
         Outdoor Facilities: 
  - nature trails 
  - baseball and softball fields 
  - football fields 
  - football stadium 
  - basketball courts 
  - golf course with learning center and  
   driving range 
  - cross country skiing 
  - roller hockey 
   - soccer field 
  - tennis courts 
  - multiple indoor facilities in the  
   field house 
 
Veterans Memorial in the Allendale Community Park 
 
In l998 the Township celebrated its l50th Anniversary.  In a lasting remembrance of this 
occasion, the l50th Anniversary Committee took on the ambitious project of building a 
Veterans Memorial in the Allendale Community Park.  The location of this memorial is near the 
68th Avenue entrance to the park.    
 
Non-Motorized Pathways 
 
In l995 the Township Board appointed a Safety Path Committee, whose responsibility it was to 
study the needs of non-motorized pathways in the Township.  The committee prepared a     
Non-Motorized  Pathways  Master  Plan  which  includes connecting pathways between        
Allendale Public High School, the Allendale Public Elementary School, the Allendale Christian 
School, the Allendale Community Park and the Allendale Charter Township Library.  The 
Township has received State Enhancement Funds to install some of these paths, with matching 
funds coming from the Township’s General Fund 
 
In 2002 Ottawa County completed a Non-Motorized Pathways Study. The Township’s            
Non-Motorized Pathways plan was incorporated into the county plan. 
  
See Exhibits C, G, H and I 
 
References Used: 
· Ottawa County Parks and Recreation Plan 2000 

Veterans Memorial 
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ACTION PROGRAM  
 
Handicap Accessibility 
 
The concept of redesigning the Allendale Community Park was to make facilities both safer and 
handicap accessible.  As different aspects were studied, it became very evident that there were 
many areas that needed to be improved.  The Township’s goal is to make this park unique in 
that all facilities are accessible to all residents to the extent that it could be used as an outing 
park for the handicapped and disabled students from the Ottawa Area Center for Exceptional    
Children which is located approximately five miles away from the park.  The vision is to make 
this park a premiere park because of the handicap facilities, incorporating the whole scheme of 
the park into a functional recreational center for everyone. 
 
During the process of planning for the disabled, the three year old son of local residents died 
after a battle with cancer.  Prior to their son’s death, the parents had decided that they wanted to 
start a fund to make their son’s favorite playground and park, the Allendale Community Park, 
handicap accessible.  The plans for this fund and the goals which were already taking shape for 
the park worked hand in hand in the Master Plan preparation.  This fund donated $14,000 
toward new playground equipment which was installed when Phase I of the park Master Plan 
was completed in 1997.  This fund has made several additional contri-
butions to the park. 
 
That same vision which guided the redesign the Allendale Community 
Park is the vision used to plan for future parks and recreational        
opportunities within the Township.   
 
Facilities for all Ages 
 
In terms of age, the 2000 Census indicates a very young median age.  
However, it should be pointed out that despite the low median age, 
there are a significant number of senior citizens as well.  
Improvements related to the needs of seniors, such as barrier free 
modifications, walking trails, picnic areas, and other passive uses have 
been addressed in the Allendale Community Park Master Plan. 
 
Geographic Distribution of Facilities 
 
Development is taking place all over the geographic area of the Township.  Therefore, it is    
appropriate to continue improving this park and promote a pathways system so that the park is 
accessible to all. 
 
As opportunities become available, the Township would like to develop additional parks,      
ideally, one park in each quadrant of the Township, preferably, properties with access to the 
Grand River.  The Township would also like to develop a pathway system which would connect 
with roadways, drain easements, etc., in order to connect the parks by a pathway system.   
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont)  
 
Survey Results  
 
The Allendale Community Recreation Survey was distributed to 1,000 residents, randomly        
selected using the registered voter file.  Postage paid return envelopes were included in the 
mailing.  The results were as follows: 
 
· The number of respondents was 305, which is a 31% return rate.  
 
· Average times that families use the Allendale Community Park in a year...12 times 
 
· Allendale Community Park was used by respondents for 
 66% - 4th of July/community events 
 65% - playground 
 54% - walks 
 51% - ball games 
 48% - picnics 
 31% - veterans memorial 
 29% - bike riding 
 16% - Knowlton House 
 13% - tennis 
 11% - basketball 
 10% - fishing 
 10% - soccer 
 2% - shuffle board 
 1% - horseshoes 
 
· Items that respondents would like to see added to the Allendale Community Park 
 #1 - walking trails 
 #2 - water park playground 
 #3 - additional rest rooms 
 #4 - benches/additional seating 
 #5 - separate tennis and basketball courts 
 #6 - enclosed picnic shelter 
 #7 - additional picnic shelters  
 #8 - additional parking 
 #9 - ice skating rink 
 #10 - new concessions building for Little League 
 #11 - event gazebo 
 
· Demographic information of respondents 
 Average number of years as Allendale resident—18.5 
 Average number of people per household—3.5 
 Average number of children in household—1.5 
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont)  
 
Survey Results (continued) 
 
· Future park development 
 48% - additional park development should occur on property adjacent to the existing 
  Allendale Community Park 
 39% - additional park development should occur at locations other than the existing  
  Allendale Community Park 
 13% - no additional park development is needed 
 
· Recreational opportunities residents would like to see available in park additions or new 

parks 
 #1 - nature trails 
 #2 - natural areas 
 #3 - wooded areas 
 #4 - playgrounds 
 #5 - sledding hills 
 #6 - open spaces 
 #7 - swimming 
 #8 - picnic areas with grills or fire pits 
 #9 - flower gardens 
 #10 - historical information 
 #11 - Grand River access  
 #12 - sand volley ball courts 
 #13 - enclosed picnic pavilions 
 #14 - camp grounds 
 #15 - boating ramps 
 #16 - equestrian trails 
 
Goals for the Future Development of Other Parks and Recreational Opportunities 
 
· Actively pursue park properties for the development of the recreational needs, both passive 

and active, that the Township now lacks, as shown in the survey results shown above.     
Actively pursue easements for the development of non-motorized pathway connections. 

· Promote the development of State and County parks. 
· Promote tourism in the Township by providing excellent recreational facilities. 
· Work closely with developers to attain park areas and non-motorized pathway connections. 
· Plan for a future full time position of Parks and Recreation Director, so that these objectives 

can be met. 
· Work with Ottawa County to promote the development of a pathway system along the river 

and along county roadways that give access to the river for boating, canoeing and fishing 
opportunities. 
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont)  
 
Proposed Development Plans for the Allendale Community Park  
 
· Boulevard entrance into the park off Lake Michigan Dr. (M-45) 
· Additional parking 
· New park maintenance building 
· Separate tennis courts and basketball courts 
· New picnic shelter 
· Sidewalk system/walking trails, including path around the east side of the pond 
· Utility and lighting improvements 
· Signage  
· Events gazebo 
· Renovate adult ball fields 
 
Long Range Plans for the Allendale Community Park 
 
· Develop the Allendale Community Park into a multiple use park for year around use for all 

ages, and make the park totally handicap accessible. 
· Acquire additional land adjacent to the Allendale Community Park as these properties 

become available. 
 
Cost Estimates for Allendale Community Park (based on 2005 prices) 
 
Removals and site preparation: 
 Maintenance building removal         $        8,000 
 Pavement removal        35,000 
 Clearing and grubbing         5,000 
Park improvements: 
 Bituminous pavement, curb and gutter             461,300 
 New maintenance building     210,000 
 New basketball court        35,000 
 New picnic shelter        30,000 
 Concrete sidewalks/walking paths    240,800 
 Pedestrian bridge        10,000 
 Site lighting       120,000 
 Landscaping       100,000 
 Underground irrigation     125,000 
 Storm sewer       110,000 
 Sanitary sewer         16,000 
 Water service         18,000 
 Private utilities          7,500 
 Two entrance signs        10,000 
 Event gazebo         25,000 
 Renovate adult ball fields       24,000 
               $1,590,600 
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont) 
 

Proposed Park Property in the Town Center 
 
In May of 2002, the Township hired Ken Dettloff, from McKenna Asssociates, Inc., to assist 
the Township with it’s visioning process and to prepare a Strategic Plan concerning the future 
growth and development of the Township, including a Land Use Plan with a Town Center    
element.  The process used to do the visioning and master plan preparation included several 
public meetings, as well as many meetings with various Township committees and boards. 
 
In November of 2003, the Township Board approved of naming the town center                    
“The Landings”.   This name was derived from the many river landings which constituted the        
beginnings of the settlements in Allendale Charter Township.   Shown in Exhibit M is the map 
of the Town Center.  Centrally located in the town center is a park area, consisting of            
approximately 10.5 acres of land.  This property is heavily wooded, providing a beautiful    
backdrop for a community park.  It is also the lowest elevation point in the town center, giving 
an opportunity to provide for a pond for both water retention and recreation.   
 
As shown in the results of the Recreation Survey, the public has indicated that they would like 
to see additional parks developed within the Township.   Some of the current deficiencies        
identified in the Allendale area were: 
· Need for additional playground areas 
· Need for additional picnic areas 
· Need for multi use trails 
· Need for non-motorized pathway connections 
 
The park in the town center would be used for both active and passive park opportunities.  The 
wooded areas and the pond area could include walking paths and quiet places to sit.  The    
southern end of the park, which will be surrounded by housing units, could provide a          
playground and picnicking area. 
 
Kiosks will be placed in this park area, explaining the history and the rationale behind the    
naming of the park.  Placing informational kiosks throughout the Township is a project that the 
Township Board and Staff support, as an ongoing means of educating our residents and      
bringing our history back to life.   
 
Guidelines for Purchasing Additional Parks and Recreation Property in the Township 
 
Requirements 
 
Property must: 
· Be open and accessible to the whole community, not just serve the adjacent residents 
· Be accessible from public roads by vehicle, with opportunity for the appropriate number of 

parking spaces for park users from the community. 
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont) 
 

Guidelines for Purchasing Additional Parks and Recreation Property in the Township 
(cont) 
 
Other considerations 
 
· Does the property have unique natural features? 
· Does the property have historical value? 
· Does the property have the potential to be developed into a community park? 
· Does the property have the potential for active and/or passive recreational facilities? 
· Is there accessibility around the wetland areas on the property? 
· Is there adequate area for vehicular accessibility and parking on the property? 
· Could the property be developed with barrier free access? 
· Does the property have walk-able access to the public? 
· Could this property interconnect with and/or is it adjacent to other parks or recreational 

pathways? 
· If there are already facilities provided on the property, are the facilities in good condition or 

in need of repair? 
 
Guidelines for Accepting Donated Property for Parks and Recreation Use 
 
Requirements 

 
Property must: 
· Be open and accessible to the whole community, not just serve the adjacent residents 
· Be accessible from public roads by vehicle, with opportunity for the appropriate number of 

parking spaces for park users from the community. 
· Have the amenities already constructed by the developer...negotiable on a case by case       

basis. 
 
Other considerations 

 
· Does the property have unique natural features? 
· Does the property have historical value? 
· Does the property have the potential to be developed into a community park? 
· Does the property have the potential for active and/or passive recreational facilities? 
· Is there accessibility around the wetland areas on the property? 
· Is there adequate area for vehicular accessibility and parking on the property? 
· Could the property be developed with barrier free access? 
· Does the property have walk-able access to the  public? 
· Could this property interconnect with and/or is it adjacent to other parks or recreational 

pathways? 
· What is the condition of the facilities already provided on the property? 
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ACTION PROGRAM (cont) 
 

Guidelines for Accepting Donated Easements or Purchasing Easements for  
Non-Motorized Pathways for Parks and Recreation Use 
 
Requirements 

 
Pathways must: 
· Be open and accessible to the whole community, not just serve the adjacent residents 
· Be accessible from public roads  

 
Other considerations 

 
· Could the pathway be developed with barrier free access? 
· Couth this pathway interconnect to other parks or recreational pathways? 
· Would the pathway comply with the Non-Motorized Pathways Plan? 
 
Five Year Plan 
 
Funding would come from the Township General Fund, the Allendale Downtown Development 
Authority, Allendale Community Foundation gifts, and grants.  Other projects not identified in 
the five year plan will be done at a future date, as soon as funding becomes available. 
 
References Used: 
2007 Parks and Recreation Survey 
 
See Exhibits E, H, and J 
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Community Social Characteristics 
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Land Use 
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Exhibit B 

 
Community Physical Characteristics 
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Natural Features 



42 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Exhibit C 

 
Area Recreation Inventory Information  



43 

 
Ottawa County 
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Pine Bend 

Allendale Community  
Park 

 



44 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Exhibit D 

 
Ordinances and Resolutions in  

Support of Recreation Since 2003 
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Exhibit E 

 
Recreation Survey 
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Allendale Community Park 
 

In the last year, how often would you estimate that your family used the Allendale Community 
Park?    ____ times 
     
How has your family utilized the Allendale Community Park?  Please check all that apply. 

ball games        playground 
basketball     shuffle board 
bike riding        soccer 
fishing        tennis   
horseshoes        Veterans Memorial  
Knowlton House and gardens walks   
picnics          4th of July activities/community events  

other _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Following is a list of items that could be added to the park.  How would you rate the             
importance of each?                                                                     
                                                              not important                                  very important 

Allendale Charter Township Recreation and Parks Survey! 

Additional rest rooms      

Additional picnic shelters      

Benches/additional seating      

Enclosed picnic shelter      

Events gazebo      

Ice skating rink      

New concessions building for Little League      

Separate tennis and basketball courts      

Walking trails      

Water park playground (like Lamar Park)      

Additional parking      

Demographic Information 
 

How long have you lived in Allendale?   ____ years 
 
How many people live in your household?   ____ people 
 
How many children in your household are under 18? ____ children under 18 
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Park Development 
 

As the Township grows, finding locations for additional park space becomes more difficult.  
Please check the box that expresses your feeling about park development in Allendale. 

Additional park development should occur on property adjacent to the existing Township 
 park 

Additional park development should occur at locations other than the existing park 
No additional park development is needed 

 
Following is a list of recreational options.  Please rate their importance to you. 
 

Boating ramps      

Camp grounds      

Enclosed picnic pavilions      

Equestrian (horse) trails      

Flower gardens      

Grand River access      

Historical information      

Natural areas      

Nature trails      

Open spaces      

Picnic areas with grills or fire pits      

Playgrounds      

Sand volley ball courts      

Sledding hills      

Swimming      

Wooded areas      

Sidewalks/Non-Motorized Pathways 
 

If there are sections of roadway where you would like to have sidewalks installed, please list 
them below, in order of priority, the first one listed being the highest priority. 
· _________________________________________________________________________ 
· _________________________________________________________________________ 
· _________________________________________________________________________ 
· _________________________________________________________________________ 
· _________________________________________________________________________ 

not important very important 
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Exhibit F 

 
Knowlton House Museum 

 and  
40’s-60’s Museum 
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The Knowlton House Museum  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Knowlton Family 
 

Allendale Historical Society works toward preserving and promoting the history of Allendale. 
Meetings are held four times per year in the months of February, April, September and                
November, on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 
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The Knowlton House Gardens 

The Historical Society invites the public to stroll through the gardens of the museum grounds, 
located adjacent to the Allendale Community Park entrance on 68th Avenue.  
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Article from the Advance Newspapers   
 
Curators Spark Enthusiasm for Second Museum 
 
Alvina Meyer and Ruth Tanis don’t feel like    
museum pieces, but there’s a lot of history packed 
into their years. 
  
Now a new museum will be dedicated to the 
events that defined their lives, and the lives of 
other Allendale residents who remember the        
decades of the 1940’s through the 1960’s. 
 
The two friends have been named curators of   
Allendale’s new ‘40s through ‘60s museum.  Since receiving the keys to the building about a 
month ago, they have been going through their personal collections to begin displays and are 
brimming with plans. 
 
“We’ve been doing a lot of brainstorming,” said Tanis.  The two are spreading the word about 
the new venture, and asking for memorabilia to be used in exhibits. 
 
“I could probably furnish it myself, but then people wouldn’t have ownership,” said Meyer.  
Many people were introduced to the new museum through the exhibit at the Allendale “Back to 
School and Safety Night” in August.   
 
The new museum will be in the house just north of the Knowlton House Museum, on 68th   
Avenue just south of Lake Michigan Drive.  The Township brought the property last spring 
from Jay and Sue Bagley for use as a park, and at first did not have plans for the house.  Cost of 
the house and land was $142,500.  Built in 1940 by a nephew of the Knowltons, the house is in 
excellent condition, too good do be torn down, but of no use to the Township, according to 
Township officials. 
 
Tanis credited Township Supervisor Jim Beelen with the idea of making the house into a      
museum that would complement the Knowlton House.  Tanis and Meyer, avid historical              
collectors who have both been active for years in the Allendale Historical Society, were tapped 
as curators. 
 
The Township will pay insurance and taxes on the museum, and utilities for the first year of    
operation, Tanis said.  After that, the museum must become self supporting. 
 
“In this new museum, it is our goal to portray the life of everyday Allendale Township residents 
during this time period,” the two wrote in an introduction to the project used at a dedication and 
open house on Sept. 8.  They plan to have an interpretive “teaching museum.” 
 
“We don’t want to just have a lot of things to look at,” Meyer said. A tour of the house,         
formerly owned by Sue Bagley, and an ice cream social gave the public a glimpse of the project 
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on September 8. 
 
The plan calls for each room to have a theme—a women’s room, a military room, a children’s 
room, and others.  there will be seasonal and holiday programs.  Allendale schools, including 
Grand Valley State University, which opened in 1963, will be chronicled.  Businesses will also 
be highlighted.  There will be toys for children to enjoy, and a trunk with period clothing for 
dress up. 
 
Outside, a victory garden is planned, and the garage will house garden and mechanic’s tools. 
 
To many now living in Allendale, the period of 1940 through 1069 is a chunk of their own life 
span.  Tanis and Meyer are hoping those people and their families will make the new museum 
their own, helping to build it for the enjoyment and education of generations to come. 
 
The Allendale Historical Society is also seeking new members.  Membership is $25 per year, 
and can be mailed to Allendale Historical Society, P O Box 539, Allendale MI 49401.  For       
information, call 895-4327 or 895-7505.  Membership money will be divided equally between 
the new museum and the Knowlton House Museum.   
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Exhibit G 

 
Veteran’s Memorial 
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Veteran Garden of Honor                                                                                       
For All Those Who Served During War and Peace Times!!!  

Revolutionary War ~ Civil War ~ Spanish-American War ~ World War I 

World War II ~ Korean War ~ Vietnam War ~ Gulf War 

Soldiers and Veterans of Allendale Township 

   The young people of Allendale have always responded to the call to arms, as records              
confirm.  The veterans listed below were residents of Allendale Township at the time they           

entered the military.  

War of 1812                                                                                                                                
William Bell and Harley Bement Sr. 

Mexican War                                                                                                                                
Enos Parrish 

Civil War                                                                                                                                 
Orrin Arnold, Justus Balcom, William Balcom, Harley Bement Sr., Harley C. Bement Jr.,    

Lafe Bennett, Andrew Bloomer, Aaron Camp, LeMon Chapel, Marcus Chapel, Henry Dykema, 
James Donahue, Henry Gardiner, James Herriman, Menser Horlings, John Herriman, William 

Herriman, John Jenkins, Hiram Knowlton, Duncan McKenzie, William Parry, George Reed, 
Daniel Rittenburg, George Rittenburg, William Rittenburg, Richard Robinson,                       

Joshua Stoddard,  Jerry Sullivan, Chauncy Taylor, James M. Taylor, John A. Taylor,     
,            Martin V.B. Taylor, Samuel Taylor, Charles Thatcher, William Waldie,                            

Andrew Webster and Amon Wilson 
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World War I                                                                                                                            
George Brinks, Cody Wooley, Roy Cowell, Henry DeJonge, Egbert Dyke, Robert Eling,        

Edward A. Farowe, Albert Gemmen, John Groen, Isaac Hovingh, Harold Hubbel,               
Morris Hubbel, Dewey Jaarsma, Ben Knoper, Gerrit Knoper, Bernie J. Lemmen, Otto Lenters, 

Ernest McMillan, William Mulder, William Newman, Earl Parrish, Newton Parrish,               
Henry Piersma, Orrie Poelstra, David A. Potgeter, David J. Potgeter, Albert Pruis,             

Geroge Roberts, Henry Roberts, John Roberts, Remard Roberts, James Rosema,                    
Sidney Rosema, Joe Rotman, David Schonwald, James W. Scott, Eber Sheffield,                     

Frank Sheridan, Harm Sietsema, Tony Sietsema, Milo Snyder, Walter Stuver, John Velthouse, 
Clifford Vickers, Henry G. Walcott, Herman G. Walcott, Jacob G. Walcott,                              

Harry Wallenga, Louis Wallenga, Clayton White, Warren White and Francis Wolbrink 

World War II                                                                                                                            
Jacob Alderink, Donald Alma, Joe Antonides, Thresa A. Atkins, Robert Brown,                    

Gladwin J. Bosch, John Bosch, Henry Bouwman, William Bouwman, Gerrit Brouwer,            
Louis Brower, Peter Brouwer, Bernard Buhrer, Nelson J. Coelingh, Arthur Cooley,                  

Jas. R. Dannenbert, Patrick Dannenbert, Derwin DeJonge, Lester DeJonge, Maurice DeJonge, 
Raymond DeJone, Lee DeNeff, Fred D. Dennenberg, Richard DeYoung,                                    

Wm. R. DeYoung, Frank Driesenga, Garold Dyke, Harris J. Dyke, Hugh H. Fredericksen,    
Alfred J. Gemmen, Nelson Gemmen, Percy Gemmen, James Friffith, Charles Hamm,         

Edwin Heyboer, Howard E. Hinken, Morris W. Hinken, Donald Hoek, Henry A. Hoek,           
Herman H. Hoek, George Holscher, David Hovingh, Fred Huizinga, John H. Jesser,             
Peter R. Keyzer, Joe Klant, Ben Kleinjans, James Kleinjans, Henry Kloosterhouse,               
Henry Knoper, Alfred Kraker, Alvin E. Kraker, Arthur Kraker, Clarence H. Kraker,             
Donald Kraker, Gerald Kraker, Harold Kraker, John J. Kraker, Raymond Kraker,                

Arthur Kulikamp, Donald L. Lemmen, Louise G. Lemmen, Lawrence Marcusse,                        
Corneal Mast, C. Wm. McMullin, Clifford H. McMullin, J. Kenneth McMullin,                        

Geo. Harry McMullin, Robert E. McMullin, Wm. Merdith, Roland Miller, Peter Mulder,    
Merle A. Neuman, Russell V. Neuman, Fred Nibbelink, Harry Nibbelink, Edward Overweg,   

Lee Overweg, Donald R. Packer, Kenneth Packer, Morris Packer,                                             
Donald S. Parker, H. Morse Richards, Eugene Rittenburg, Leslie Robinson,                            

Richard Rosenzwij, Jay Rotman, Joe Rotman, Thomas Rozema, Harold Schmidt,                     
Harold Schultz, Lola L. Scott, Francis Seabert, Donald Sheridan, Darwin E. Smead,         
Henry Snyder, Rusell Stanton, Leslie Taylor, William D. TenBrink, James VanDyke,               

Gordan VanHuizen, John VanWyk, Franklin VerLee, Glenn Vissers, Leland Waldie, William 
Waldie, Peter Wallinga, Clarence Walwood, Mildren Wassenaar, Peter Wassenaar,              

Frank Wassenaar and Lafayette Waterman 

Korean War, Vietnam Conflict and Gulf Conflict                                                                      
There were several soldiers from Allendale who fought in these wars, but those records are not 

complete. 
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The Designer's Thoughts 
By Jim Morgan, RJM Design 

 
· The square shape of the memorial represents the four corners of the world where our         

veterans have served. 
· The nine statues represents who served in our country’s wars. 
· The statues stand unified in a continuous circle surrounding the plaza to symbolize the    

common virtues and commitments which motivated the veterans to serve. 
· Located in the center is an obelisk which memorializes those veterans who paid the ultimate 

price. 
· An American eagle stands tall and proud atop the obelisk, surround by the veterans who 

protected our nation over the years against evil and aggression. 
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 The Artist's Thoughts 
By Joyce Sweers, Artist 

 

My eyes have only seen ink on paper and they cried, 
My heart stumbled on the cold truth and it hurt, 

My journey was traveled on a road built by you and it was brief, 
My soul has been touched by yours and I will remember you. 

 
May your eyes be joyful, may your heart be warm, 
May your journey be long and filled with peace, 

May you be proud, 
For you have done your share and mine too!  I thank you! 
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Exhibit H 

 
Allendale Community Park 

Master Plan 
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2007  
Allendale Community Park 

Master Plan 
 

For Allendale Charter Township 
 

Introduction 
 
Allendale Community Park is a busy place during the warm weather months.  One reason is the 
park’s outstanding softball and Little League facilities which attract teams and players from a 
wide area.  With six high quality fields, including two with lights, the park is heavily used. 
 
Softball and Little League are major attractions at the park, but not the only ones.  A                
playground, tennis courts, picnic shelters, and other facilities are also available.  Use of these, 
however, must often compete with softball and Little League activities.  This conflict was a ma-
jor impetus for the preparation of the Community Park Master Plan (the “Master Plan”). 
 
Despite the park’s popularity, there is room for improvement.  Opportunities can be provided 
for individuals and groups who currently do not use the facility or find it undesirable.  Adding 
new facilities, separating unrelated activities from one another, accommodating the needs of 

physically challenged users, and improving the functional 
relationships between certain uses were all components of 
the Master Plan. 
 
Clearly, this is an active use park.  However, a desire for 
quiet, passive recreation has been expressed by residents 
and community leaders.  Thus, an effort was made to    
accommodate this need.  Nature trails, seating, separate 
picnic areas, and similar improvements removed from   
active ball games are suggested in order to make the park 
a more enjoyable place for a wider range of users. 
 
Improving the quality of the recreational experience was 
also addressed in the Master Plan.  Park entry points,    
landscaping, signage, and other aesthetic features were 
evaluated.  The goal of the Master Plan is to enhance the           
recreational experience for all prospective users.   
 
This document summarizes the Master Plan for Allendale 
Community Park.  It describes the process, issues, and 

recommendations.  Cost estimates are also a part of the action plan to implement the                
recommendations. 
 
This document was completed in 1998, and updated in 2003, 2005, and 2008. 
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Goals 
 
Several goals were articulated at the outset of the planning  
process.  These served as parameters which guided the process 
and influenced the recommendations. 
 
These goals were: 
· Create a park that meets the broad needs of the community. 
· Improve the image of the park to make it more inviting. 
· Provide distinct activity areas for different user groups. 
· Offer both active and passive recreational opportunities 

within the facility, creating more recreational balance. 
· Accommodate the barrier free needs of the physically    

challenged. 
 
Issues 
 
During the course of preparing the Master Plan, input was sought from a variety of sources.  
Interviews were conducted with park user groups such as the softball association and Little 
League.  Residents were consulted.  And, of course, the Township officials were involved 
throughout the project. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Committee conducted an attitude survey to solicit resident opinions   
regarding the recreation needs of the community.  The results of those surveys provide valuable 
insights into the park’s current short comings and the community’s long term expectations. 
 
While the park is heavily used and extensively developed, its development has tended to occur 
on an as needed basis.  New facilities have been added as the need arose without benefit of a 
master plan or blueprint for the ultimate use of the facility.   Consequently, conflicts arose and 
the park did not function as well as it might. 
 
Most prominent among the current issues are the following: 
· Vehicular/pedestrian conflicts. 
· Ball field dominance.   
· Park visibility and image. 
· Security and vandalism. 
· Handicap accessibility. 
· Passive vs. active recreation. 
· Preservation of natural features. 
· On-going maintenance costs. 
· Relationship of park to adjacent township facilities. 
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Alternatives 
 
During the course of preparing the Master Plan, a variety of alternative solutions were               
examined to achieve the project goals and address the issues.  Mainly, these alternatives varied 
in terms of the location of various uses, some requiring more changes to the existing park layout 
than others. 
 
A variety of layouts were also considered for children’s play areas, parking lots, picnic          
facilities, and courts. 
 
Following preparation of many alternative concepts, several review meetings with Township 
officials, and further discussions with recreation interest groups, the alternatives were refined 
and various elements from each were incorporated into a single Master Plan. 
 
The Master Plan 
 
Each of the recommended improvements is intended to meet specific goals for the park and     
address issues identified during the planning process. 
 
Generally, improvements are proposed in the following areas. 
 
· New park entrance along Lake Michigan Drive. 
· Renovate three Little League fields. 
· Separate basketball and tennis courts. 
· Ice rink. 
· Parking expansion for adults softball complex—72 cars. 
· New picnic shelter. 
· New special event gazebo. 
· Additional open space along Lake Michigan Drive through land acquisition. 
· 2.2 miles of interconnecting sidewalks. 
· New park signage, site lighting, and general landscaping. 
· Renovation of township hall parking lot—96 cars. 
· New reserved parking lot for Fire Department—20 cars. 
· New township maintenance building. 
· New playground parking lot—57 cars. 
· Complete pathway around the pond. 
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Proposed Utilities and Grading 
 
Township engineers reviewed the master plan and determined that all proposed facilities can be 
adequately served by public water and sewer.  They also determined that storm water can be 
properly managed on site as required by the Ottawa County Drain Commission.  A storm water 
detention pond has been proposed along 68th Avenue adjacent to a natural drainage course.  
Grading for the proposed park improvements will be minimal with no significant earth changes 
anticipated.  All proposed public and private utilities will be placed underground as required by 
Township ordinance.  Permits will be obtained prior to any work in the floodplain area, county 
drain, or regulated wetland areas. 
 
Landscaping and Irrigation 
 
Proposed landscaping shown on the master plan is for graphic illustration purposed and not  
intended to satisfy the Township ordinance for landscape requirements.  A complete landscape 
plan, prepared by a licensed landscape architect, will be prepared and submitted as the           
individual projects are done.  Existing mature trees and wooded areas will be preserved as part 
of the master plan and smaller existing trees may be transplanted.  Underground irrigation is 
proposed for all athletic fields, open lawn areas, and landscaped areas, utilizing the existing 
spring fed pond and new pump station. 
 
Site Lighting and Signage 
 
New site lighting will be part of the master plan, providing safety and a soft, park like              
ambience.  Fixtures and poles will have similar character to those installed along                     
Lake Michigan Drive.  New monument signs will be place at the two park entrances and new 
way finding signs will also be installed. 
 
Pedestrian Access Walks 
 
More than two miles of new sidewalks are proposed on the master plan, providing                 
interconnections between buildings, park facilities, and parking areas.  Pedestrian connections 
are also proposed linking the park to Lake Michigan Drive, 68th Avenue, Henry Street, and the 
Allendale High School. 
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Costs (based on 2005 prices) 
 
The total improvements of the park will be a long term effort.  There are many individual      
projects that, together, will achieve the goals for the planning program.  Many of these can be 
accomplished independently and benefit the park, while others are closely related to one       
another and cannot stand alone. 
 
In order to manage this improvement effort in an efficient and cost effective manner, the Master 
Plan itemizes the projects.   
 
Removals and site preparation: 
 Maintenance building removal         $        8,000 
 Pavement removal        35,000 
 Clearing and grubbing         5,000 
Park improvements: 
 Bituminous pavement, curb and gutter             461,300 
 New maintenance building     210,000 
 New basketball court        35,000 
 New picnic shelter        30,000 
 Concrete sidewalks/walking paths    240,800 
 Pedestrian bridge        10,000 
 Site lighting       120,000 
 Landscaping       100,000 
 Underground irrigation     125,000 
 Storm sewer       110,000 
 Sanitary sewer         16,000 
 Water service         18,000 
 Private utilities          7,500 
 Two entrance signs        10,000 
 Event gazebo         25,000 
 Renovate adult ball fields       24,000 
               $1,590,600 
 
Funding 
 
Completion of the entire project outlined in this plan will require a substantial commitment of 
resources.  However, it is important to keep in mind that there are a variety of ways to           
accomplish the individual tasks. 
 
The cost of implementing the Plan can be spread over a long period of time and can be          
distributed among a variety of sources. 
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Funding (cont) 
 
The joint efforts of various  public and private entities will be required.  While Township funds 
will be required to accomplish specific elements of the plan, other local sources and various 
State funding programs should also be used to the greatest extent possible to make the entire 
project reality.  Examples of these sources include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 
User Groups 
 
Contributions from those who use the park or specific facilities within the park has been a     
major source of funds in the past and should continue to be in the future. 
 
Many of the improvements planned for the park relate to the continued upgrading of these    
areas.  Improved parking, concessions stands, restroom, etc., will benefit ball players and their 
families, as well as other park users.  Therefore, some cooperative effort should be explored to 
implement these improvements. 
 
Grants 
 
There are sources of funding assistance available through the State of Michigan for outdoor   
recreation projects. 
 
Each program is distinct, with its own priorities, goals, and funding limits, and the types of  
projects funded varies between funding sources.  All grants are issued as reimbursement for   
actual expenses, and require a match from the local community.  Individual projects may be 
funded from only one source, however, and money from one program may not be used to     
provide the matching funds for another. 
 
Local match amounts vary from 25% to 50%, depending on the specific program.  However, 
typically the greater the amount of local participation, the more favorably the application is   
received.  Local match may be in the form of cash, in kind contribution, or a combination of the 
two. 
 
In Kind Contributions 
 
A significant means of accomplishing many of the required tasks can be through the use of   
local resources. This approach has been used successfully in the past at the Allendale             
Community Park and should be considered in the future.  Volunteer labor and donated material 
are examples of in kind contributions that can be used to implement portions of the plan.  These 
contributions can also be counted toward the local match for State and Federal grants. 
 
Township 
 
Allendale Charter Township will be the main source of revenues for park improvements.  These 
may come from the general fund or other sources. 
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Exhibit I 

 
Non-Motorized Pathways Plan 
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Exhibit J 

 
Proposed Park Property  

located in the 
“Landings of Allendale” 
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The Landings of Allendale 
 
A site along the south side of Lake Michigan Drive, between 60th and 64th Avenues was        
selected as the site of Allendale Town Center.  Several other sites were thoroughly considered, 
but this particular site was chosen for the following reasons. 
· The site is centrally located in the Township. 
· The site has access onto Lake Michigan Drive with secondary access from 60th and 64th 

Avenues.  
· The site is served by public water and public sewer.  
· The site is accessible from other parts of the region.  
· The site has the potential for unified development since there are large vacant 

parcels with a limited number of landowners.  
· The site has sufficient size on which a town center development can take place.  
· There are no environmental limitations on the site.  
· The site has a 12-15 acre wooded area which could be made into a park setting. 
· There is local history associated with the site, having been the site of a fruit farm, still 

owned by a local family.     
· The site contains a private elementary school.  Schools provide excellent spaces for              

gathering as well as educating.  The school further adds to the site’s attraction 
for residential development.  

· The site will have the benefit of a beautification project slated for Lake Michigan 
Drive.  Along with the recently completed lane improvements, dramatic           
aesthetic improvements are planned for the new median.  The design of the       
turning lanes make it possible for the access to the town center site to be a         
significant gateway into the site. 

  
First and foremost, the emphasis of land use in the Town Center is residential.  This                 
development is meant to be a “neighborhood”.  As such it features single 
family detached dwellings on at least 50 percent of the site.  These lots are 
smaller in size than typical suburban development and feature rear access to 
garages via alleys whenever possible.  These lots are further characterized 
by shallow front yards. Sidewalks are an essential component to the       
residential composition. 
 
One important principle in this design is to put as many “eyes on the street” 
as possible.  Thus, houses will be encouraged to have front porches.  The 
combination of shallow front yards, sidewalks, and front porches will      
encourage spontaneous conversation encounters between walkers and porch 
sitters. This principle also contributes to the sense of security in the 
neighborhood. 
 
A central part of the residential development is a wooded reserve, accessible to the single     
family houses.  This is a prominent natural feature that currently exists and makes a significant 
contribution to the amenities of the development. It provides an excellent visual terminus for 
the view corridor coming off the grand entrance as the motorist enters the site from the north.  It 
is also sufficiently large so as to support a variety of recreation activities. 
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 For example, it could easily function as a gathering space for formal community events, like 
“Art in the Park” or as an informal place with movable seats and tables. These types of             
activities would occur at the northern portion of the park site, closest to the most densely          
populated and active areas.  The balance of the site could be used for nature-oriented activities 
along with pockets for active recreation.  It is large enough to function in a variety of capacities. 
  
It could also be the site of one or several “community gardens.”  These are fairly small plots of 
land, ranging between 1,000 and 5,000 square feet, which are designed, planted, cultivated, and 
maintained by neighborhood or civic groups that have an interest in gardening. With the     
downsizing of residential lots in new traditional neighborhood developments, large space for a 
garden is not feasible.  A community garden can address a variety of issues.  
· It provides enough space in which critical masses of plant materials, both flowers and        
  vegetables, can ecologically support each other.  
· It can become a source of pride and identity for the community  
  or neighborhood.    
· It functions as a gathering space in which neighbors can  
  “exercise” and “socialize.”    
· It can be a source of vegetables, fruits, and flowers which can  
  be sold in a “farmers’ market” setting, thereby        
  providing another gathering place for the entire               
  community.    
· It can be an educational venue for schools in the community. 
 
In some communities, community gardens have been part of community life for well over 60 
years.  Larger communities often feature a week of “open houses” for gardens in various      
geographical areas of the community.  The open space in the Allendale Town Center can       
initiate its residents to the idea of “community gardening.” 

 
The retail and service component of the center would be a function 
of the frontage along Lake Michigan Drive.  Since major retailers 
demand high visibility to their stores, this makes it a perfect location 
for businesses.  It also provides a bit of a buffer between the            
residential development to the south and the traffic along               
Lake Michigan Drive. 

  
Between the commercial development and the single family development lies a mix of 
uses.  These could be offices, smaller boutique type shops, townhouses, apartments, and a mix 
of retail and loft style apartments.  Determining the exact mix of these uses is not possible at 
this time, since the market must remain sensitive to the demands of consumers, which can  
suddenly change.   
  
Even though the foundation of the development is residential, this development, like all              
successful town centers, will be a mixed use development.  This means that non-residential       
development will also be a key component.  This non-residential development will consist    
primarily of retail, service, and office uses.  These uses will be available to the regional       
community as well as to the residents of the development.  These are shown to be a function of 
the Lake Michigan Drive frontage. 
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The term “mixed use” applies not only to uses in the development but also to uses in the same 
building as well.  For example, one building may contain retail, service, office, and residential 
uses.  These buildings will be part of the “activity center” of the development, leaving the  
single family residential development to establish its own identity. 
  
A private school is located within the “Landings”.  It will make a significant contribution to the 
amenities of the town center.  It makes a statement that uses such as schools can be vital         
components of town center development and don’t necessarily need large campuses to educate 
children.  It also reintroduces the thought of children, faculty and parents, walking to the school.  
 
Like the sidewalks, the street system is intended to link all of the components via a grid             
pattern.  It does not necessarily have to be a pure grid with every corner connecting at 90
     
angles, but it does have to connect.  This builds on one of the guiding principles of town center 
design, namely connectedness. 
  
One of the important things to remember in this process is that you are creating a place, not a 
design.  When people describe a place they enjoy, they use words like “safe”, “fun”, 
“welcoming.”  These types of adjectives describe the intangible qualities of a true place, the 
kind of place that people talk about and return to over and over again.  Intangible qualities can 
be measured quantitatively in a variety of ways, such as using statistics or 
by conducting research, although experience has shown that such           
measurements have their limitations.  In researching more than 1,000 
public spaces planners have found four key qualities associated with        
successful places: accessibility, activities, comfort, and sociability. 
  
The central question is what the role of design is in creating 
places.  Place-making requires a much broader approach than most           
designers use.  The place must not be over-designed, leaving little         
flexibility for its users.  For example, allowing for movable seating       
enables users to create their own mini-environments, like adding chairs to 
a small conversation pod as demand warrants it. Creating a place depends 
more on effective management than it does design and requires the        
involvement of many different disciplines because of the complex issues 
that need to be addressed. 
 
Good maintenance and effective security are important to the success of a place and require   
attention to the details of design at the onset as well as focused, ongoing management.  But it is 
just as important for a place to be accessible by foot as well as, perhaps, public transportation. 
This is but one example of the multi-jurisdictional coordination that is important to making and 
encouraging a good place.   
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Exhibit K 

 
Proposed Job Description of Future  

Parks and Recreation Director Position 
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Allendale Charter Township 
 

Position:   Parks and Recreation Director 
Immediate Supervisor: Township Supervisor 
 
The following information is intended to describe the general nature and level of work to be 
performed by people assigned to this classification.  This is not construed to be an exhaustive 
list of all duties performed by personnel so classified. 
 
Essential job functions: 
· Responsible for coordination of monthly meetings with the Parks and Recreation          

Committee, producing meeting minutes and resolutions for presentation to the Township 
Board. 

· Work with youth sports program coordinators, adult sports programs coordinators, Senior 
Citizens Coordinator, Athletic Directors, Township Board, and Township staff to identify 
and coordinate recreation programs. 

· Address deficiencies in park and recreational opportunities within the Township. 
· Actively pursue opportunities to expand and develop park properties, non-motorized        

pathways connections, and recreational programs for Township residents. 
· Assist Township officials, consultants, engineers, and developers regarding designs,        

specifications, and governmental regulations for future park/recreational facilities. 
· Work with County, State, and Federal agencies as necessary. 
· Update Township Parks and Recreation Plan and present findings and recommendations to 

the Parks and Recreation Committee, Township Board, and county officials. 
· Oversee the implementation of the Non-Motorized Pathways Master Plan, and be                

responsible for working with Township officials regarding the acquisition of land to             
accomplish the recommendations of the plan, and develop guidelines for maintenance and 
operation of non-motorized pathways, working with adjoining property owners to ensure 
long term sustainability of environment/wildlife. 

· Research funding opportunities and prepare grant applications for future park/recreational 
facilities and property. 

· Oversee the budget, maintenance, and operation of Township park/recreation property. 
· Prepare promotional literature for recreation programs. 
 
Knowledge and skill requirements: 
· This position requires logic, intuition, judgment, research, and organizational skills. 
· This position requires consulting with the public, professional consultants/engineers/

planners, and other governmental agencies. 
· This position requires providing advise, conflict resolution, problem solving, and           

communication as a representative of the Township. 
· This position requires meeting deadlines. 
· Previous work experience in parks/recreation management, public policy, environmental 

management, land development, and geographic information systems is desirable. 
· Helpful to have some government experience. 
· Knowledge of GIS system would be helpful. 
· This position requires a willingness to acquire additional training. 
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Ability requirements: 
· Ability to read and perform math functions. 
· Ability to meet the public and perform public speaking. 
· Ability to operate a computer and basic knowledge of Word and Excel computer software. 
· Ability to read topographic maps, aerial photos, and construction drawings. 
 
Education requirements: 
· Bachelor of Science degree in Parks and Recreational Management or related field. 
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Exhibit L 

 
Letters of Support 
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April 15, 2008 
 
Mary Emmons, Grant Coordinator 
Grants, Contracts and Customer Systems 
Department of Natural Resources 
P O Box 30425 
Lansing MI 48909-7925 
 
Dear Ms. Emmons: 
 
Enclosed is a copy of the 2008 Allendale Charter Township Parks and Recreation 
Plan, which was approved at the Township Board meeting last night, April 14, 
2008.   This plan is ready for you to review for approval of our plan. 
 
If there is more information that you should need, please call me at  
616-895-6295, extension 6, or email me at candy@allendale-twp.org. 
 
Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Candy Kraker 
Allendale Charter Township Clerk 
 
Enclosures 
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Mary Emmons, Grant Coordinator 
Grants, Contracts and Customer Systems 
Department of Natural Resources 
P O Box 20435 
Lansing MI 48909-7925 
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2008 Parks and Recreation Plan...what needs to be finished yet! 
 
Pages 2, 16, 20, 21, 22, 32, 33, 35, 36 
 
Exhibits D, E, and L 
 
 


